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: I S Majeſties Gracious Declaration ro main- 
tain the Government in Church and State as 
by Law Eſtabliſh'd, and the Opinion all Zood 

men have of the Aﬀection of this preſent Par- 
lament, to thoſe Laws by which the Proteſtant Religion 
s fenc'd on every ſide, may ſeemto render the Labour 

of a private hand on their behalf uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. 

Yet ſince ſome have openly, others in diſguiſe invaded 

theſe Fences, and proceeded to that degree of Confi- 

dence, as to recommend the Attempt to the Parliament 

now Aſſembled ; it may be expected perhaps that thoſe 

who enjoy the Proteftion of thoſe Laws, ſhould got 

leave them all defenceleſs under the odious Imputation 

| of Injuſtice and Cruelty, to depend merely upon the 

Authority of their firſt Eſtabliſhment, arid the Favour of 

the Preſent Government : Our Adverfaries would then 

be thought juſtly to conclude, that we deſpaired of 

the merit of our Cauſe, and of approving it by Rea- 

ſon to the Judgment of any Impartial man. Therefore 
\ I have endeavoured in this Treatiſe, to ſhew the Vanity 

| of thoſe Cavils,(for I ſhould be guilty of too much !ndul- 
| gence, ſhould I give them the ſtyle of Reaſon or Argu- 


ment,) againſt the Proſecution of Diſſenters according 
to Law. And though there ſhould be no great ſin, or 
publick inconvenience in a General Toleration, yet the 
Pleas that recommend it, are ſo mean, that they who 
might not be afraid, might yet be aſham'd to allow it 
upon ſuch miſerable motives. | 
Yet I. muſt confeſs that the Advocates for Tolkera- 
B tion 


(2) 
tion have one conſiderable Advantage in this Diſpute, 
that they are on the popular part of the Queſtion, 
and the ſeeming good nature of the Plea, without much 
reaſoning, is ſufficient to recommend it : Whereas,all 
Puniſhment is odious to the People, and neither Law, 
nor Reaſon, nor Neceſlity, can perteQaly reconcile them 
to it, It is madneſs then to endeavour to perſuade 
men ut of their Humanity, that is, out of their Na- 
ture ; and he truly deſerves the utmoſt ſeverity thar 
can take delight in it: What ſhall we do then 2 Shall 
we give up the Cauſe, and Subſcribe to a Toleration 2 
Nothing leſs, and that becauſe in our Circumſtances, 
it is not only contrary to Religion, and Civil Prudence, 
bur alſo to Charity and Compaſſion ; it is not always 
Mercy to Indulge, nor Cruelty to Inflict Puniſhment : 
Unleſs we conclude, that a Father who corre&ts his 
Child has not ſo much tenderneſs tor him as a Stranger, 
or a Servant that intercedes for his Pardon. But if Cle- 
mency muſt take place, why ſhould not the Publick 
challenge it in the firſt place 2 and why ſhould they be 
judged mercitul, who to humour and indulge one Par- 
ty, would. expoſe a whole Nation to Confuſion and 
Ruin 2 If this be tender Mercy, it is that the Scripture 
brands with the name of Cruelty. And hefides all this, 
a ſteddy and diſcreet Execution of the Laws againſt 
Diſſenters, might happily have been a much more mer- 
ciful Condu& even in reſpeCt of them, thag the remiſ- 
neſs or connivance that tempted them to preſumptuous 
ſins. 

The Diſſenters have been very induſtrious to let us 
know, that this is the true ſtate of the Caſe between 
the Government and them : That this Conſtitution 
ſands no longer, when they have ſtrength and oppor- 
_tunity todeſtroy it: Many of them are underan Oath 
to 


| 


it. 


(3) 
to endeavour the ſubverſion of this Church under the 
name of a Reformation, and could never be brought to 
renounce that Conſpiracy : And therefore what can be 
expeted from thoſe that now maintain the Lawfulneſs 
of that Covenant, but that they ſhould conceive them- 
ſelves bound in Conſcience to execute their Vow, as 
ſoon as they could recover thoſe Circumſtances in 
which they took it > But the Diſſenters, you'l ſay, 
are divided upon this point : Ir is true, they are in 
that part that concerns their own Eſtabliſhment, but 
they are unanimous in Vowing our DeſtfuRion; and 
it would be but poor comfort to a Town that neg- 
lefted to make a timely Defence, to ſee the Con- 


querours that were United in the Aſſault, afterwards 


to fall out at the dividing of the Plunder. 

Nor can we be ſuſpeted to ſurmiſe groundleſs and 
imaginary dangers from the growth of a Party that 
has devoted us to Ruin, and that beſides, by an un- 
natural and fortunate Rebellion, by the deliberate and 
folemn Murder of a moſt Excellent and Merciful 
Prince, by a heavy and tedious Tyranny of many 
years, by ſeveral Conſpiracies fince the Reſtauration, 
by Aſlociation againſt the Succeſſion of His Majeſty, 
and a formed Projet&t of Rebellion, which I am afraid 
is not yet wholly diſconcerted; and in ſhort, by the 
Inceſſant working of a Turbulant Spirit, have given 
us much greater demonſtrations of our danger, than 
we could have wiſhed; and he that pretends not to 
be convinced by all this, to apprehend danger to 
the Government, from the Toleration of ſuch men, 
muſt ſurely be defirous of rhoſe Events we apprehend, 
and wiſh the things which we fear. 

Toleration therefore can ſerve to no other purpoſe, 
than to be the Nurſe of a Faction that is implacable, 
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which as" it- grows up, will more and more deſpiſe 
this Infant Diſpenſation, and contend for maſtery : 
Nor can we expett that they ſhould acquieſce here,when 
they have got ſtrength to attempt farther, no. more 
than that a gang of ſturdy Beggars will compound for. 
a ſmall Alms, when they have a fair opportunity to. 
Rob. The Advocates for Toleration reply, That it is 
not Fattion, but Conſcience which they plead for : But 
it is an eaſier matter to diſtinguiſh, than it is to ſeparate 
thoſe two things. Experience has . found them to be. 
inſeparable Obmpanions in the body of our Diſlenters. 
The mind of man can.make a thouſand abſtractions that. 
are impracticable in the world ; and a I may 
diſtinguiſh berween the Leaven, and the Maſs infe&ed. 
by it, and yet be never able to part them. 

But when one Diſlenter pleads for Toleration in the 
behalf of all the reſt, it is. not Conſcience, but Fa- 
ftion he would recommend ; for the Diſſenters differ 
as much in matters of Conſcience among themſelves, 
as they do from us, and therefore cannot be judged. 
to recommend rhoſe Errours and Practices for Tolera- 
tion, which they themſelves judge ſinful and dam: 
nable, upon the account of Conſcience ; nor did thoſe 
of them that were in Power think it either law- 
ful or fit to permit all the reſt. What Spiritual Kin- 
dred, I pray, has a Presbyterian with a Quaker ? or 
an Independant with a Mugg/etonian ? or an Anabaptiſt 
with any of the reſt 2 But though they make difte. 
rent Sects in Religion, yet they make but one FaCtion. 
This is the Center wherein they all unite : At an Ele- 
Aion or a Riot they make but one Congregation, and 
never fail to go one way; or if you would view them 
in greater Order, call to mind the Cavalcade. that at- 
tended the E. of Shafzesbury, in his ſetting out towards 

the 
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the Parliament of Oxford, and you will eafily com: 
prehend the ſole Union of all Sets, and the certain 
Conſequence of a General Toleration, A great man 
indeed may ſerve his Intereſt, or his Ambition, 
by" taking all ſorts of Seas into his ProteCtion; bur 
how to reconcile ſo many Contraditions of Con: 
ſcience to his own, I muſt confeſs my underſtand- 
ing too narrow to comprehend. But 1 muſt beg of 
my Reader to underſtand this, without any refle&ion 
upon the Noble Perſon that has lately ſpoke fo fa- 
vourably of Toleration ; for all that have the ho- 
nour to be acquainted with his Perſon, or but with his 
Reputation, muſt do him that Juſtice, as to: acquit 
him of all high and dangerous Deſigns. 

They that plead for an Indefinite 7cleration to all 
Diſſenters whatever, upon the account of Religion, 
do not ſeem to me to have conſidered all the ſorts 
and variety of theſe to whom it is to be extended, 
for upon thoſe Terms the Indian Pagans may come 
and demand conveniences for - their Pagods, and the 
Mahometans may pray that their Moſques may ſland 
among our Churches. Some fancitul man may fall 
in love with the Greek or Roman Superſtitions, and 
require by 'vertue of a General Indulgence, that the 
Ancient Rites of thoſe Pepple may be reſtored, as 
well as their Languages and Learning. In ſhorr, there 
is no Superſtition ſo ſenſleſs, or ſo barbarous, but has 
good Title to Toleration, if a# Diſſenters whatever 
upon the account of Religion, are to be included. Nay, 
it ſtops not here, for thoſe that have no Religion at 
all, Fnent from us upon the account of Religion ; 
and if an Atheiſt ſhould judge ir an aCt of great Cha- 
rity and Generoſity, and ſurpaſſing all the Heroick 
Atchievements of Hercules, to attempt to redeem 


Mankind 
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| Mankind from that Captivity of mind into which 
Religion had brought them, and from ſuch Opinions 
of a God as: ſeem'd to him not only unmanly and ri- 
diculous, but extremely inconvenient and oppreſlive, 
why ſhould he be reſtrained, if Toleration be extend- 
ed to all that diſſent upon the account of Religion ? 
And beſides, an Atheiſt can pretend Conſcience too, 
ſince that is nothing elſe but Human Reaſon employ- 
ed upon the account of Religion. 

It may be the Council tor Toleration will ſay, That 
theſe Atheiſts and Pagans have not retained them, and 
that they plead only tor Diſſenting Chriſtians, or per- 
haps for Jews, who Worlhip the true God as well as 
we, though they receive notall the diſtin&ions of the 
Deity, which Chriſt has revealed to us. Be ir ſo then, 
ſince they may narrow their favour as they pleaſe, 
yet, that which 1 fay, is nevertheleſs true, that the 
Topicks they uſe to perſuade a Toleration, will ſerve 
the turn of Atheiſm or Idolatry, as well as of Chriſtian 
or Jewiſh Diſſenters ; as we ſhall obſerve when we 
come to examine them. And if ſuch an Univerſal To- 
leration as we have been ſpeaking of, be not mani- 
teſtly abſurd, that will be ſo too that comprehends all 
Chriſtian Diſſenters; for there have been, and may be 
Seats of Chriſtians ſo called, that all reaſonable men 
would judge more intolerable than Pagans. And that 
we may not fetch inſtances ſo far as /reneus or Epi- 
phanius, there are among us ſome SeCts no leſs extra- 
vagant, than the wildeſt of the old Hereticks. The 
Revelations of Mugglieton and Reeve, the expeQation 
of the preſent Mlznary's. The Spirit of rhe Quakers 
are not only abſurd to the higheſt degree, bur very 
dangerousto the Goverment, and of defparate conſe- 
quence;if the infeRion ſhould ſpread far among thePeo- 


ple, 
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ple, what a World were we like to have ! Should Mug- 
gleton ſtrike the minds ofa great, number with a dread 
of his Commiſſion, watthat whoſoever he ſhall Curſe 
ſhall be Curſed > And conſidering there is no cheat fo 
groſs, that does nottake with tome of the Common 
People, one would think that it ſhould be as much the 
Duty of the Magillrate, to forbid Impoſtors and De- 
ceivers in Religion, as itis to prohibit Juglers and For- 
tune-tellers, who 'do not only cheat the Feople of their 
Money, but infe& them with hurtful Superſtirions, 
to which they are of themſelves bur too much inclin'd, 
Some Chriſtians have writ in defence of Polygamy, 
and affirmed that praftice to be not only lawful 
] and expedient, but to many neceſſary in point of Con- 
ſcience. What ifa man ſhould perſwade himſelf that 
he were of that number, and take as many Wives as 
any of the Patriarchs, itis part of his Religion, why 
ſhould he be proſecuted upon that account, if all ſorts 
of Chriſtians have rightto Toleration? A Quaker refu- 
ſesto pay Tithes, as much upon Principle of Conſci- 
ence, as he refuſes to go to Church, and to pay any | 
civil reſpect. T he firſt part concerns the Laity as well 
as the Clergy to look after, and to conſider how far 
Indulgence is neceſſary to a Chriſtian Seftary mil- 
taking tothe prejudice of his Neighbour;1it he be ſued, | 
or diſtrain'd, or impriſon'd, alas it 1s all upon the ac- | 
count of Religion; take the paor man into the Verge 
of Chriſtian Toleration. Nay, if his Conſcience ſhould | 
forbid him to pay Rent, he 1s a poor deluded man, 
why ſhould he be Perſecuted or Moleſted upon the ac- 
| count of his Religion ? It will be faid perhaps, that no 

man intends to allow any pretence of Religion, to the 

prejudice of Common Right, for that were to tolerate 

imjuſtice, and why ſhould I be judged in my Civil Right 
by 
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by another mans Conſcience 2 Well, I am glad that To- 
leration has any bounds, and that in any caſe, the 
Law is allowed to reſtrain a wild and extravagant Con- 
ſcience. But why it ſhould be upon this only account, 
and noother, I do not ſee, if juſtice will not permir 
that one mans. Religion ſhould not do wrong to ano- 
ther Perſon. -How ſhall Charity permit that a man 
ſhou!d do hurt to himſelf, ir isas much Charity to re- 
{lrain-as to ſet at liberty, to tye ſome*"mens hands as to 
looſe the Chains of others ; and beſides, ſince theſe dif- 
; eaſes of the underſtanding are commonly infectious, 
like ſome of thoſe of the Body, it is Charity to all ſuch 
as are capable of the infeQtion,to uſe all poſſible means 
to keep it from coming to them, or of thruſting it ſelf 
into places of Concourſe, Since rherefore there muſt 
be bounds put to the Toleration of Chriſtian SeCts, and 
the Author of the conſiderations excludes falſe Pre- 
tenders to Religion and Chriſtianity, «thoſe 
Epiſh Ded. wicked Enemies of Magiſtracy, the Sacred 
o the D. of B. ; . 

Ordinance of God : And in another place we 
have this Act of Univerſal Toleration extended to all, 
but with this reſtriction, as far as they are tolerable, 
He might have done more Service to all pretenders, if 
he had ſtated the caſe how far, and wherein every 
Sect was tolerable. It is a hard task to impoſe upon a 
Parliament, toexamine every principle or praCtice of 
every Sect, and to ſeparate the tolerable from the in- 
tolerable. The Presbyterians have declar'd all the other 
Sedts to be intolerable ; the Independants will not en- 
dure Anabaptiſts or Quakers where they have any Au- 
thority; the Scotch Covenanters declare againlt all thoſe 
that are without the Covenant ; the Anabaptiſts 
and Quakers exclaim againſt Presbyterians and Inde- 

endants as intolerable, pereunt per mutua vulnera Fra- 
tres. 
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tres. Since therefore the conſiderer was not pleas'd to 
dire@ either the Parliament, or any body elſe to dif- 
cern between thoſe Sedts that are tolerable, and thoſe 
that arenot, and between what is tolerable in every 
particular Se, and what is not, I ſhall leave this 
point as needing farther explication. And Thave ſome 
kind of ſuſpition, that he will hardly think it advi- 
fable to be very particular in diſtinguiſhing, for ſeve- 
ral things that may be to him intolerable, may be the 
chiefeſt delights of the ſeveral Sets, and if they are 
not tplerated in theſe, they would not much care 
whether they had any Toleration at all ; what thanks 
will the Sectaries pay him for being tolerated by 
halves, to have one part of their Conſcience free, and 
the other bound up. And they will think themſelves 
no more enlarg'd by ſuch a limited favour, than a 
man that has but one Foot at liberty, while the other 
is faſt in the Stocks. In the mean time, 1 will take the 
liberty toexamine certain Queries and Conſiderations, 
which havebeen made lately in the behalfof a general 
Toleration. | 


All theſe I conceive may be reduc'd to theſe three 
Hcads. | 


rt. Either to Religion, which they pretend enjoins 
forbearance, and forbids all conſtraint in Religious 


matters. 


2. Orto Reaſon, that condemns all Compulſion as 
unſceemly and abſurd. @ - 


2. Or to civil prudence, that inclines to Toleration, 
as conducing much to the peaceand benefit of Society. 
C 


1, Quer, 
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1, Quer. Upon the firſt Head, a Noble Perſon. 
demands, Whether there be anything more direAly op- 
poſite to the Doftrine and Prattice of Jeſus Chriſt, than 
ro uſe any k ind of force upon men in matters of Religion, 
and conſequently, whether all thoſe that Pradtice it, 
let them be of what Church or Set they pleaſe, ought not 
juſtly to be called Antichriſtian? 


If a poor man might be ſo bold with ſo' great an 
Author,as to pretend to underſtand any thing he aftefts 
to be ignorant of, I would anſwer dire&tly to ſo ve- 
hement a queſtion, and affirm, that I knew ſeveral 
things more direfly oppoſite to the Dofrine and Praftice 
of Chriſt, than to uſe force in matters of Religion. For 
Example, Irreligion, Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, Burleſ- 
quing of the Scripture, Murder, Adultery, Forni- 
cation, Licentiouſneſs. Theſe we are ſure arc direQ- 
ly contrary to the DoCtrine and Practice of Chriſt, 
But as for uſing of force in matters of Religion, I do 
nat know any paſſage in all the Goſpels, that abſo- 
lutely and expreſly forbid it, Where does Chriſt 
forbid a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to ſilence Impoſters, 
Blaſphemers, turbulent Perſons pretending Religion 2 
Where does he condemn a Religious Prince that makes 
uſe of his Authority, to preſerve the Chriſtian Do- 
&rine uncorrupted, by reſtraining thoſe that miſtake 
dangerouſly themſelves, and would ſeduce others into. 
the ſame errors ? If any ſuch place there be, I'm 
ſure it is not in my Copy .of the Goſpels, and I have 
the leſs reaſon to ſuſpe it of any fault, becauſe there 
is no ſuch rhing in the Geneva Bible, at leaſtwiſe it 
could not be fouh, when Servetus was put to death 
for Blaſpze my. Nor could any ſuch paſſage be in 
th2 D4u7:h Text or Annotations, when the Remon- 
ſtrants 
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{trants were forced to travel or go to Jaol. Nor is 
it likely, the Lutherans would be ſo fierce, if they 
could have ſpy'd any ſuch paſſage as this in their Books. 
The vulgar Latin I need not mention, to be ſure, there 
isno ſuch Do&rine there, nor can- it be, ſince it 
is ſo directly oppoſite to the Holy Inquiſition, it 
would be too confident a Criticiſm to adventure to 
give an account how - this difference happens, and 
what Book it ſhould be that his Grace has miſtaken 
for the Bible. 


But are there not ſeveral paſſages of Scripture alledg- 
ed to this purpoſe? there are indeed ſome, but very 
ſore againſt their own ſenſe and inclination, and 
when they are urg'd, they will have a ſpeedy an 
{yer. 


However, is not this uſing of force contrary to the 
Pradlice of Chriſt > To none that I know : Chriſt in- 
deed did never uſe any force : No more did he con- 
demn the Woman taken in Adultery, nor ſentence 
Peter to the Pillory for denying him by a falſe Oath, 
' Can therefore no Magiſtrate uſe any force, nor puniſh 
theſe Crimes without forfeiting his Chriſtianity 2 Our 
Saviour, to prevent ſuch conſequences as might be 
draw n from his Practice, declar'd himſelf to be but a 
private Perſon in all civil reſpe&ts, his Kingdom was 
not of this World, he was no Magiſtrate, and there- 
fore did uſe no force upon any account, and therefore 
his example in this caſe can be no direQion to him 
that is inveſted with civil power,and ſuſtains a Perſon 
quite different from the Chara&er our Saviour bore. 
It is true indeed that Chriſt rebuked Fames and John 
for demanding his order or permiſſion to command 

C 2 Fire 
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Fire from Heaven to conſume the Samaritans that re- 
fus'd to receive him, and what could be more unwar- 
rantable or barbarous then this - Propoſal > Why 
ſhould they deſire the ſudden deſtruction of Men, 0- 
ver whoſe lives they had no power 2 and for a fault 


thatno Law made capital 2 Nay,Chriſt himſelfas man, 


had no power to takeaway their Lives, tho' they had 
deſerv'd it; nor can we be ſure that this which ſo 
much provokes their indignation, was any matter of 
Religion at all, but only a refuſal ofa Civil and Hoſpi- 
table Reception toour Saviour on his Journey towards 
Feruſalem ; but whether he preach'd there or no, or 
that they did any affront to his Character and his 
Do&trine, the Scripturedoth not ſay, and the contrary 
is moſt probable from the Relation of the Evangeliſt, 
but neither this, or any other inſtance of our Saviours 
Practice, obliges the Conſcience of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
not ro puniſh ſuch Perſons or Sects of Chriſtians that 
corrupt the Religion, and diſturb the quiet of the 
Churchor State under his charge, ſince therefore the 
Pra ice of puniſhing Diſſenters is contrary neither to 
the DoQrine, nor Practice of Chriſt; Ihope they that 
uſe it upon great occaſions, may be diſcharg'd of the 
odious imputation of Antichriſtian, 


But if all thoſe that Pradtice, this odious method, 
to uſe forcible means in matters of Religion, what Church 
or Sett ſoever they may be of, are Antichriſt;an. What 
ſhall we do for Chriſtians 2 The Church of Rowe at 
this rate muſt be the moſt Antichriſtian of all. The 
Presbyterians were always as much Antichriſtian as 
they were able, and the Independants of New- England 
are as viſibly Antichriſtian, as if they had all the Horns 


and Marks of the Beaſt; and if theſe be all Antichriſti- 
,an 
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an, who have we left capable of the benefit of To- 


leration ? For ſurely if any fort of Men be intolerable, 
they are ſuch who truly deſerve that Title. 


Conſideration 1. Another Author ſtirr'd up by the ex- 
cellent diſcourſe of the D. of B, enlarges upon this 
Head, and fhews, that the Apoltles were only commiſ- 
* fon'd to Preach and Teach the Chriſtian Do@rine, 
« that they were Embaſladors to beſcech Men to be 
© reconcil'd to God, and not to uſe any forcible 
* means to bring People tocontorm to his Worſhip, 


An Author after all his pains, may ſurely be -al- 
low'd to give his Book what Title he pleaſes, provid. 
ed the Reader may have his Freedom to Interprer, 
This Book is made up of ſeveral parcels, which hc 
calls Conſiderations, and if this firſt muſt paſs under 
that Title, it cannot be in the literal ſenſe, but ſhould 
be interpreted as Dreams are by contraries. For if our 
Author had conſidered, tho' never ſo little, he muſt 
needs have diſcerned that all this is no more againſt 
all forcible means, than itis againſt humane Learning; 
the Apoſtles uſed as little of one as of the other in con- 
verting of the World ; let us allow then that the Apo- 
ſtles us'd no forcible means to convert the World, Lut 
reduced it only by perſwaſion, what then? Then -no 
body elſe ought to think themſelves wiſer than the A- 
poſtles, and to endeavour to convert the World by 
force ; agreed : But what isall this to our preſent pur- 
poſe 2 Then no forcible means ought to be us'd to 
bring Diſſenters to Church, or to hinder their Mect- 
ings. Here the conſideration is too ſhort, and draw it 
as long as you pleaſe, will never come to the point, 
unleſs he can fatisfy us in this one thing, that there 

| may 
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may be no other Methods us'd in the Government of 
a Church already Eſtabliſh'd, than thoſe that have 
been us'd in the Converſion of Infidels; this whole 
matter will perhaps be' much clearer to him, it he 
pleaſe to take notice of theſe plain and certain Truths. 


1. Thatthe Apoſtles had, and us'd greater Autho- 
rity over thoſe they had already converted, than over 
thoſe that were yet to be converted. 


2. That tho' they were ſent onely as Ambaſſadors 
to unbelievers, to perſwade them to be reconcil'd to 
God, yer when they had effected that Reconciliation, 
they were,by vertueof the Commiſſion,the Rulers and 
Governours of thoſe new Conqueſts of the Goſpel. 


3. That tho* their Commilſion gave them no civil 
Authority, yet were they impower'd to uſe forcible 
means in matters of Religion, and to reduce thoſe to 
Conformity, that walk'd diſorderly, and departed 
from the torm of wholeſom Doctrine delivered to 
them + For I take Diſcipline to be ſomewhat different 
from perſuaſton ; and the Rod that St. Paul ſpeaks of 
how Metaphorical ſocver it be, to be ſomewhat more 
than beſeeching. In ſhort, thoſe that reſiſted their Au- 
thority, felt the weight of it. Some were delivered to 
Satan, to learn not to Blaſpheme, becauſe they had 
made Shipwrack of the Faith, They were caſt out of 
the Socicty of Chriſtians, not only from all corre- 
ſpondence in matters of Religion, but alſo from com- 
merce of civil Socicty and good Neighbourhood ; and 
therefore ſuppoſing any one whole City or Province 
then of the Chriſtian Religion, the Excommunication 
of an Apoſtle would have had the ſame force with a 
civil 
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civil Out-lawry or Baniſhment, and how can you think 
him not baniſht to all effect, with whom no Perſon of 
his Country will have any communication ? And what 
would have become of Cerinthus in a Chriſtian City, 
where St, John had been Biſhop, if all would have 
been of the ſame mind with the Apoſtle, ( as probably 
they had ) not to come under the ſame roof with that 
Blaſphemous Heretick. 


4- The Deſtrution of the fleſh, that the Spirit might 
be ſaved; though I dare not be poſitive in the expli- 
cation, docs. without diſpute ſignify ſomething of for- 
cible means, and of a differ2nt nature from perſwaſion, 
and the vehement expreſſion of St. Paul concerning the 
Turbulent people that dilturb'd the Churches of Ga- 
latia; I wiſh they were cut off that trouble you, is of a 
ſtrein beyond beſeeching. I ſhall not infiſt upon theſe 
paſſages, leſt I ſhould be thought to plead for the In- 
quiſition, and to juſtify the putting of men to death 
for Religion, which I amas far trom approving, as I am 
from a deſire that 1 might be the firſt ſufferer by ſuch a 
Law ; for I look upon all Capital puaiſhments nor on-. 
ly too ſevere for the. miſtakes of the underſtanding, 
though there might be ſome wiltulneſs and perverſe- 
neſs mix'd with them, but of all ſorts the molt impro- 
per and abſurd, ſince he that takes away the Lite of 
a Heretick, commits an inviſible cruelty greater 
than that which is ſeen, by taking from him at the 
ſame time all opportunity of returning to a better 
mind; and fince all forcible means us'd in matrers 
of Religion, ought to be direted to the benefit of 
thoſe toward whom they are us d, as well as the 
ſafety of others, nothing can be more contrary ro, or 
deſtructive of that end, than the putting . of a -1 

cath 


_ 


Jdeath- for errors of belief, how groſs or dangerous 
ſoever they may be. And this practice is the more in- 
excuſable, becauſe there are other means ſufficient 
to prevent the ſpreading of the diſeaſe, and may contri- 
bute not a little to the cure of the infected. 


5. Laſtly, if the Apoſtles, who had no Civil Power, 
did yet puaiſh rth-ir Diſſenters, not only by ſharp 
reproofs, but with Civil inconveniences too, .ſurely 
the Chriſtian -ſagiſtrate, who is endu'd with tha 
power from above, may ſo far make ule of it, _—_ 
the account of Religion, as to ſecure the Peace ofthe 
Church, and Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine, as to 
render men of corrupt and turbulent minds uneaſy in 
the outward circumſtances of Life, and to tye up their 
hands from diſperſing the miſchief among the People : 
And laſtly, to diſcourage wanton, or perverſe, or de- 
ſigning perſons to attempt upon the Faith and 
. Charity by which his Subjects are united. 


Confid. 2. To the ſame Head we may reduce the fe- 
-cond Conſideration : That the uſmg of outward Compul- 
fron in matters of Religion, does only ferve to make men 
Hypocrites, but works no ſaving Converſion. 


That compulſion in matters of Religion may make 
ſome Hypocrites, muſt be allow'd, fo do all Encou- 
ragements, Laws, ſenſe of ſhame, and the Opinion of 
the World ; and if nothing that may ſerve to make a 
Man a Hyprocrite may be us'd, we muſt lay aſide not 
only all Penal Laws, but all Charity too; But that 
this Compulſion ſhould ſerve only to make men Hy- 
pocrites, dropt I am afraid from our Author without 
conſideration, for there may be ſome. that refuſt to 

conform 
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conform to the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, becauſe they are” 
aſham'd to depart ſrom what they have once profeſs'd ; 
they dread the reproach of their Party, and the gaze 
of a Congregation upon a new Convert. There may be 
others that refuſe to conform, as much upon the ac- 
count of Intereſt as of Conſcience ; for who does not 
know that the Difſenters are more engag'd by their 
mutual dealing among themſelves, than they are by 
their Church-Covenant; for a poor Presbyterian or In- 
dependant to go to Church, is to forfeit all his Cuſtom, 
and to be beggar'd, and to fa!l under a fecret Perſecu- 
tion, that will more certainly undo him, than the ex- 
ecution of all the Penal Laws; therefore to theſe, com- 
pulſion ſerves not to make them Hypocrites, but 
to free their Conſcience from the praCtice of Hypo- 
criſie, that was in ſome meaſure become neceſſary to 
them, and cannot be eſteem'd the forcing of Religion, 
but the breaking of an unlawful and dangerous combi- 
nation ; and ſince there may be Hypocrites of both 
ſides, why ſhould they be angry if we take away their 
chaff, which may make their heap ſhew bigger, but 
add little to the value of it : Sach as may do them no 
great Spiritual good, but may do the Government 
a great temporal miſchief. Laſtly, ſince' according to 
the Do&trine of moſt 'of the Diſſenters, he that is a 
real Saint, cannot by all the, force inn the World be 
made a Hypocrite, why ſhould they be afraid thar 
compulſion will effe&t impoſſibilities > And if thoſe 
upon whom it can have any influence were Rypocrites 
before, 1 do not ſee any reafon why they ſhould be fo 
much concern'd for them. | 


© Experience has taught us that compulſion in mat- 


ters of Religion, ſerves many times to render men 
D more 
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more teachable, and' willing to be inſtruted ; when- 
a man has brought himſelf into inconvenience, he is 
deſirous to examine what it is for, and when he has 
weigh'd the Reaſons on both ſides, he may be of opi- 
nion that his duty and his intereſt go the ſame way. 
How many Diſſeaters keep off they know not why 2. 
how many rail at our Service that never read a word 
of it > That diſparage our Miniſters, and never heard 
them 2 How difficult is it to obtain from the Zeal 
of many Diſſenters ſo much Truce, as tohear what one 
canſay to them with patience and civility, but this 
frowardneſs is ſomewhat abated, when they find them. 
ſelves entangled with difficulties, and then they may. 
condeſcend to liſten to reaſon ; & this opportunity may 
be ſo well improved, that inconcluſion they ſhall ac- 
knowledge this compulſion, as a fingular Mercy of 
God, and apply the words of the Pfalmiſt totheir Cale, 
Before I was troubI'd I went wrong. 


But now ſuppoſe the, worſt, that: this compulſion: 
would ſerve to make many Hypocrites, and that moſt 
ofthem atfirſt migit come to Church only to fave 
their Purſes, yer they may not continue always fo, 
but it is probable_they may profit ſo much by whac 
they hear and ſee, as to be convinced of. rhe tolly of 
their former way, and what they did at firſt upon 
mean and fordid reaſons, they may afterward continue 
to do out of conſcience and choice; ſo God is pleaſed 
ſometimes graciouſly ro take the wiſe in their own 
Craftineſs. Some ha ve gonetg Church only out of curio- 
ſity, and have been caught ; ſome have gone to. mock, 
and return'd in Tears ; Sax! wentto the Prophet only 
toenquire of his Fathers Aſſes, and received an Un&i- 
on, which he little expected, and fince truth and right 


arc 
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are as manifeſtly on the ſide of the Church of England, 
as the Laws, why, ſhould not we hope well, if by any 


means Diſſenters may be brought but. to. the hearing 
of the Truth, | | 


| Not by conſlraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind. This Text of Scripture, with which 
he is pleas'd to tip the end of this, Conſideration, is 
brought thither much againſt its natural inclination, 
and I ſhould think that they who ſo much abhor com- 
pulſion in matters of Religion, ought not to uſe ſuch 
open violence to the Scriptures, ro force them to their 
purpoſe, for thoſe Expreſſions relate only tothe chear- 
ful and forward manner of the Miniſters doing their 
Duty, and have not the leaſt hint about compelling of 
Men to come to Church, 


To the fame Head we muſt reduce the third Con- 
{ideration. 


Conſid. 3. AY ſorts of Perſons are for Liberty of 
Conſcience for themſelves, even thoſe that are moſt im- 
poſing upon others. They would count it hard meaſure 
to be conſtrained to perform or forbear ſuch and ſuch things, 
which concern ' their Religion, or to ſuffer '\unpropor- 
tionable penalties ; And why ſhould not the Church-Pro- 
teſtants make the Presbyterians, the Tadependants,* the 
 Papiſts caſe. their own in this point, ſeeing they are all 

Jelow Chriſtians * Therefore whatſoever things ye 
would that. men ſhould do unto you, do ye ſo un- 
to them, for this is the Law and the Pre. 
phets. | 


+ This, Rule which is the Foundation of all Juſticeand 
| D 2 Charity, 
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Charity, would be the Ruin of then both, if it were 
not reſtrained to things equally lawful or reaſonable : 
Now if it be an indifferent matrer, what Religion 
or Se& any man is of, it will be very unreaſonable not 
to allow as well as to deſire Toleration. But it will be 
ſtill an abſurdity 1n him that believes all Religions in- 
different to deſireany Toleration for himſelf, fince his 
principle may comply with any ſort. But thoſe that 
deſire Toleration are of another mind, they think 
themſelves in the Right, and al] thoſe with whom 
they refuſe to join in the wrong ; and for the ſame rea- 
ſon that they which be tolerated themſelves, they 
refuſe to Tolerate others, with. a »on-o&/tante to.our 
Saviours Rule.- If ſome Religions are :alfe, if many 
Secs are in their very conſtitution and eſtabliſhment 
ſinful, this Rule cannot reach the preſent caſe. What 
Criminal can be puniſh'd, it for the Reading of that 
Fext, -he muſt have the benefit of his Clergy z What 
Child may not emancipate himſelf from diſcipline, if 
it will ſerve his turn to ſayto a Maſter or a Father, 
would you be us'd fo your ſelf? There are ſome 
differences in Religion, about matters of rhe higheſt 
importance; there are' Opinions of 'ſeveral .Setts , 


that \are Blafphemons?* Thete .zre” others 'that cor- 


rupt 'and 'efferate Hunzine 'Natiire, © inflead” of imt- 
proving it. There are 'other miſtakes of Teſs con- 
ſequence in Religion, but from 'ſeveral Circumſtan- 
ces -of greater danger tb the *Government; all which 
if they have any claim t&' Toleration by this Rule, of 
doing to others as you will be done by; ttave no 
better than that which with the ſame Juſtice, may be 
made by all the deadly ſins. | 


' "Yer why ſhould wot" the Church of England, wake the 
Pr ES by- 
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Presbyterians Independants, and Papiſts caſe her own 
in this caſe, ſeeing they are all*Fellow Chriſtians ? Nay, 
why not the Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Muggletonians, 
(for they claim kindred too, when it is low with them; 
and then we are all Brethren and Felluw Chriſtians, } 
and if there be any other Se& unnamed, ſuppoſe it 
included, and then one Anſwer may ſerve them all, 
ſo that the Church of Eg/ard, cannot make their caſe 
her own. 1. Becauſe ſhe thirfks there is a great deal of 
difference, for many of them hold falfe and dange- 
rous Opinions, and pradtice things utterly unlawtul, 
and unchriſtian. 2. She ought ſo to judge fince there - 
is a real difterence between Truth and Falſhood, te- 
tween Good and Evil, between thoſe things in dif- 
pute, whether they are lawful or unlawful. There- 
fore if ſhe be in poſſeſſion of the Truth, ſhe ought 
no more to make theſe Diſſenters caſe her own, than - 
a Judge ought to make that of a Priſoner at the Bar, 
whom he knows to te guilty, to be his own ; and be- . 
cauſe if he were himſelf in the fame circumſtances of 
guilt, Fleſh and Blood would tempt him to defire to 
eſcape ; he ought not to determine therefore the Cri- - 
minal before him muſt not ſuffer, 


« O0bj. If this be all, they that diſſent from the - 

« Church of Eng/and, may judge as hardly of her as 
&* ſhe does of them ; confeſs'd, but who can help all : 
this 2 yet the nature ofthings is not chang'd, by their 
thinking one way or other, 1n the ſame debate, many 
differing Parties may be very confident, and but one 
in the right, and be too certain that he was fo, nort- 
withſtanding the contradiQion of all the reſt : And be- 
ſides, I do not ſee of what great uſe the hard opinion - 
of the pretenders to Toleration concerning the Church 
of: ; 
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of England, can be to them to obtain it ; one would 
think while they are Candidates for favour, this-might 
be better omitted. 

I am afraid that the Presbyterians and Independants 
w:ll owe them bur little thanks for tacking the Papiſts, 
that Abominable Anrichriſtian name, upon their 
Plea for Toleration, for ſurely the Aſſociation cannot 
yet be{ſo far worn'out, nor the Cabaliſtical deviſe of #o 


. Popery. no Slavery, be utterly forgot; ſurely their Cele- 


brated Commillion to extirpate Antichriſt and Idola- 
try, isnot yet given up : Ifthey can endure this, they 
are much degenerated from their firſt principle of heat; 
nay, they muſt have chang'd their very ſpecies, and it 
will puzzle Malibranche with all his Ideas, to define a 
Proteſtant Diſſenter, when his Zeal againſt Popery 
is laid aſide. 


Theſe are the Arguments offer'd at this time to re- 
commend a general Toleration, from the nature and 
the precepts of Chriſtian Religion, and let any body 
judge after all the odious repreſentation of Compulſion 
in matters of Religion, whether from all that is faid, 
it does appear, that a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, whatever 
his own perſuaſion be, is bound in conſcience toallow 
every one the Exerciſe of his own way, and the Pro- 
feſfion ofhis own Opinion, how Abſurd, how Blaſphe- 
mous, how Damnable ſoever it may be; for this is 
the juſt Paraphraſe of univerſal Toleration. 


And now for my part, to ſhew how little I am 
given to contradiftion, I am content to yield the 
queſtion to. the Conſiderer, or to the Noble Perſon, 
who 1s above conſideration, if their Principles will be 
ſatisfy'd with theſeArguments alledg'd on thetr om 
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let-the Conſiderator then go back ( for I will not be fo 
abſurd as to ſend a Perſon of Quality upon ſuch an Er- 
rand) and conſult thoſe whom he nominates for Tole- 
ration, the Presbyterians, Independants, and Papiſts, 
and if they declare it for their Opinion, that it s the 
Will of God, that neither Reſtraint nor Compulſion 
ſhould be us'd to Men in Religious Matters, let them 
obtain all the Indulgence they can wiſh; but as to the 
laſt of theſe, I ſhallnot need to trouble them or my Au- 
thor, becauſel] cannot tell how well they may be ac- 
quainted; for if a man may gueſsat his correſpondence, 
he ſeems to hold more with the Proteſtant Diffenters : 
Nor is it needful to make long enquiry in a matter ſo 
well known. The Judgment of the Church of Rome, 
concerning this point is as clear, and as viſible, as the 
_ with which they uſe to. reduge .Hereticks to 
Alnes. 


It muſt be conteſs'd, that ſome Princes of that com- ' 
munion, -partly for reaſons of State, and partly out of 
the Clemency and Generofity of their temper, have 
ſhielded their Proteſtant SubjeRts from the fury of the 
Eccleſiaſticks, and abborr'd to be the Executioners of 
their Hypocritical cruelty, who - pretend, that they - 
have no power themſelves to take away Life ; fo the 
High Prieſt and.the Jews declar'd it was notlawful for 
them to put any man to death, yet forced P:/ate to 
paſs Sentence upon the Son of God, becauſe they had 
before judged him worthy of death, 


Among thoſe barbarous Pagans, where men were 
us d to be Sacrificed to Idols, the Butchery was al- 
ways accounted part of the Prieſts Otfice, and I fee 
no reaſon why the Dominicans or the Grand Yicar, if 


they 
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- they will have the Blood of Hereticks, ſhould not en- 
dure the Odium, and che pollution of thedding it them- 
ſelves. I know ſome Princes have paid dear for refu- 
ſing to deſtroy ſuch as the Churchof Rome called He- 
reticks, one was murdered by a Domnican, a Minif- 
ter of the Inquiſition by his Vow, and another ſtabb'd 

; Into the Heart by a Diſciple of the Jeſuits whether be. 
cauſe they ſuſpe&ted ſome Favours or Indulgence for 
Hereſie might remain there, or becauſe they were im- 
patient to wait longer for that noble part, which that 


- great Prince promiſed them a Legacy after his de- 
; ceale, + 


Since then our Conſiderer can have no hopes of ap- 
proving his conſideration to this Party, and to bring 
chem to a vow with him, that it is not the Wiil of God, 
thatany force ſhould be us'd in matters of Religion ; 
Let him goto the Presbyterians, and enquire what is 
their opinion concerning Toleration ; it is true, they 
havenot been always inthe fame mind concerning this 
Goſpel Duty ; betore the late Rebellion, when they 
were in their Infancy, they were as tender-hearted as 
one could wiſh, but when they had once prevail'd, 
and gotthe power intotheir hands, they began to limit, 
and todiſtiagaiſh, andatlaſt openly to deny the lawful- 
neſs of that, which the Conſiderer makes to be fo in- 
diſpenſible a Chriſtian Duty ; nay they could not in 
Conſcience conſent to a Toleration, even of their com- 
panions in Arms, thoſe that fought in the fame Cauſe, 
and approach'd neareſt to their Principles ; all the Ar- 
guments rhat could be us'd were not able to reconcile 
The Granz Fe conſcience of a Presbyterian to a Tole- 
Debate. ration of Independants, the Debates are 
Printed, and will turniſh any one that will take the 


pains 
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pains to look intothem, with theArguments then us'd 
on both ſides of this Queſtion. 


The Loydon Miniſters of that time, for fear the 
Aſſembly might be carryed away by importunity, 
or diſpute, to yield any indulgence to their Indi- 
pendantBrethren,ſent them theirObjections againſt it, 
ina Letter dated Fay.1. 1645. In which they declare, 
that 7o get a warrant to authoriſe their Separation 
from,and to have a liberty of drawing members out of it, 
z. e. Their Church, 7h we think tobe plainly unlaw- 
ful, ; 


Independancy is a Schifmll, Now we judge that no 
Schiſm us to be tolerated in the Church, 


Some of the Independants in their Books have openly 
avow'd, that they plead for Liberty of Conſcience for 
others, as well as for themſelves. To plead for a gene» 
ral Toleration was then, it ſeems, argument enough 
not to indulge the pleaders even in their own parti- 
cular way. 


Now could they in Conſcience have allowed their 
diſſenting Brethren any Indulgence, they could not 
have refus'd perſons that haddeſery'd ſo well of them; 
but itwas a thing of ſuch a nature, they muſt 
not by any means yield to. For bereby (ſay they) 
we ſhall be involved in the guilt of other mens fins, and 
thereby indanger'd to receive their plagues. Aﬀter 
this the Ordinance which the Ind ants ſtyled 
the Bloudy one, was drawn up, which made ſeve- 


ral miſtakes in Religion, to ,- felony, without bon 
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fit of Clergy. Others to be confuted by a hot Iron, 


to be apply'd to the face of the Blaſphemer. Others 
ro be puniſh'd by unpriſonment ; tor example, 70 


fay that the Government of the Church by Presbyters, 


ſuch as it was then projected was P#lawful, was ac-: 
counted ſuch an infolence, that impriſonment ſeem- 
ed rather an Indulgence than a puniſhment. 
This Ordinance was read twice in the Houſe of 
Commons, and ſtittly . debated, but the SeCtarics 
and Fraſtians uniting their Forces again!t the Eſta- 
bliſhment of Presbytery, that had projeAted alrea- 
dy the ſuppreſſion of alFthe reſt, this was hindred 
trom palling into an Ad, but 1t was nevertheleſs 
detended and juſtiſy'd by the Presbytcrian Farty ap- 
on all occaſions; and tho' they could never diſpute 
it into a Law, yet_ ſometime after they paſs'd ano- 
ther Ordinance, by which they Condemned ſeveral 
erroneous Opinions, and Blaſphemies ; and de-. 
clared ſome to be Capital, but this was much: ſhort 
of that which we have becn ſpeaking of; however 
that Toleration which they were not able to confute: 
by a Law, they were more zealous ro oppole by 
their writings, and by all other means they con- 
ceiv'd uſctul ro-that purpoſe. they appointed Day s 
of Humiliation for the Hereſies they could not pu- 
niſh by the Sword,and employ'd the moſt Zealous and 
Eloquent of their Party, to repreſent the fin and 
miſchict of. Toleration, and to inflame the minds 
of men again{t thoſe Errours and Se&ts, which they 
had been hitherto hindred from extirpating. There 
was no man of that Time that wrote more fully 
againſt Toleration than Fdwards, who in a I rea» 
tulz againſt Toleration, which he 1ntitles, The ca/t» 

ing 
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-#ng down of the laſt and ſtrongeſt Hold of Satan, 
makes Liberty of Conſcience ſuch an Abomination, 
that the High Commiſſion, and the greateſt Seve- 
rity of the Biſhops were rather to be indur'd : And 
I know not how Toleration can have the impudence 
to lift up its head after that jn this Book zt :s clearly 
prov'd and demonſtrated by Scripture, ſound Reaſon, 
Fathers, Schoolwmen, Caſuits, Proteſtants, Drvines, 
Eceleſraſtical Hiſtory, &c. To be utterly unlawful and 
miſchievous, and this,both of an univerſal Toleration of 
all leligions and Conſciences, and of a limited and 
bounded, of ſome Sets onely, how, clearly this is prov'd 
or demonſtrated by him, Tam not at preſent much 
concern'd to ſhew, having mention'd this Author 
with others of his Party only to caſe our Confidera- 
tor, and to dire him in his enquiry, concerning 
the Judgment of the Presbyterians_ about the univer- 
fal Toleration, in which it is defir'd they may have 
their part, 2nd fince they have declar'd againſt it, it 
is 4 fort 0! Compuliſion and Perſecution, to put it up- 
on them whether they will or no. 


What ſhall we fay to all this 2 Vas the Doftrine 
and Prattice of Chriſt then known? Was not the will 
of God revealed againſt all forcible means in matters of 
Religion? Was it not obſerv'd, that Compulſion ſerv d 
only to make men Hypocrites * Was not this Rule, 
Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto you,&c.re- 
ceiv'd into the Canon in thoſe days 2 The Scriptures 
ſurely are the ſame, and if they were then ſo clearly 
againſt all Toleration, they muſt be ſo ſtill; and have 
we heard of any New Revelation ſince, concerning 


this matter 2 So that we may aſlure our ſelyes, that 
E 2 the 
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the Presbyterians will depart: from what they have 
once aſſerted with ſo much noiſe and confidence of 
Demonſtration. Yet ſurely our Conliderer could 
never have been guilty of ſuch unacceptable officiouſ- 
neſs, without ſome probable preſumption ot their 
good liking, for whom it was intended. Nor can 
we imagine any man ſo fool-hardy, as to hazard the 
diſgrace of being diſowned by thoſe, for v hom he 
ſo earneſtly intercedes. Admit then the mind of 
the Presbyterian Diflenters be chang'd, and that their 
preſent Judgment is more moderate, and that their 
Advocate produce it under their hands, it will do 
them but little ſervice, becauſe thoſe that are not 
their Friends, . will look upon the Inclination they 
may now have for Toleration, to proceed rather 
from their outward condition, than any inward 
conviction of mind ; for in contrary Declarations of 
the ſame Perſon, that is commonly judged to be 
moſt ſincere, and according to his mind, that is 
made when he is in full Liberty, whereas the A& 
of a man under any reſtraint or neceſſity, is ever 
accounted leſs valid, and a leſs certain Declaration 
of his mind, 


The Independants, who offer'd the Presbyterians 
ſo many Scriptures and Reaſons for Toleration, and 
took it hainouſly to be rejefted by their Brethren, 
whom they knew to be but Uſurpers of Authority, 
after they themſelves had taſted of the forbidden fruit 
of Power, their Eyes were open'd, to diſcern plainly 
as many reaſons to refuſe Indulgence inReligion, as 
ever they had offer'd for it when their condition was 
lower. In the year 1650. there was an A made 

againit 
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againſt Blaſphemous and dangerous Errors, and the 
Inſtrument of Government, which Cromwel publiſh'd 
afterward, did not only exclude Prelacy and Pope- 
ry from-all benefit of Toleration, but made it Capi- 
tal to maintain ſeveral Opinions in matters of Reli- 
gion : By vertue of theſenew Laws, Mugg/eton and 
Reeve were condemned to Bridewel, Naylor was 
Stigmatiz'd, Biddle the Socinian was Try'd for his 
Life, for denying Chriſt to be the Son of God, and 
eſcap'd not ſo much by the Clemency of thoſe that 
Ruled then, as by an Error in his Indictment; it was 
in vain for any of theſe to plead their Conſcience, or 
that they were proſecuted =_ the Will of God, 
and the Rule of Common Juſtice, the Ruling and the 
Arm'd Conſcience, would ſtill aſſert its Power and 
Dominion over the Conſciences of Inferior Diſſen- 
ters, 


© It may be ſaid, that this ſeverity was us'd only 
©2painſt groſs and intolerable Opinions, to prevent 
* their ſpreading among the People. Well ; If this 
Reaſon be good for them, why not for the preſent 
Government, eſpecially fince the Right and Title of 
it, is ſomewhat clearer than that ofthe Independant 
Dominion 2 That the Opinions then puniſhed were 
Groſs, and Blaſphemous, alters not the caſe, ſince 
they were part ofthe belief, and the Religion of ſe- 
veral terſons or Sets; and if no forcible means at 
all ought to be us'd to reduce Mens Conſciences, how 
come theſe to be excepted 2 


« However you will fay for them,that they us'd no 
* forcible means ro make Mea Conform againſt 
« their 


1 


< their Judgment totheir way of Worſhip : There ts 
a certain Author, -who ſtiles himſelf a Friend to true 
Reformation, .and whoſe Teſtimony we have no rea- 
ſon to ſuſpe&; that aſſures us of the contrary from 
the Practice of thoſe times. [A Lamentable Repre- 
ſentation of the effects of Tolcration. By V. 7. 1656.] 
This zealous Perſon,to let the Magiſtrate underſtand, 
that providins Able, Pious Miniſters, is not all they 
can do, tells this ſtory, that a Godly Citizen of Lon- 
* don; took to his Apprentice a prophane Country 
* Lad,( ſome Cavalier-bred Boy belike) and having 
© ſent him to Church once or twice, to hear a Soul 
&« Searching Miniſter, ( Pardon my Authors Phraſe. ) 
Alas poor Boy,his Heart was oppoſite to ſuch boly mat- 
ter, as Praying and Preaching, ſo he would come no 
more there, but the Maſter thought he had not done e- 
nough, but did command and compel him conſtantly to 
hear that Miniſter, as he thought it was his Duty, ſo 
at laſt the Boy was Converted, then he concludes; 
What Chriſtian can or will blame this Maſter? The ſame 
Author proceeds further to inform us of the Godly 
Practice of thoſe times. The Officers of the Army 
( faies he) in their Garriſons, (I am ſure in Jamiſes ) 
do compel their Souldiers to heavy the Publick Sermons, 
all, except ſome Anabaptiſts.— How ſmartly have I ſeex 
the Souldiers caned unto the Sermon in Weſtminſter 
Abby 2? It is a good Example for all in Authority, 
from the greateſt Prince and Parliament, to the mean- 
e/t Maſter or Parent, it was time now to objea, this 
7s againſt Liberty of Conſcience, no ſuch matter ( re- 
plies our Author, ) zt zs againſt the liberty of being as 
had as men will, but not againſt the Liberty of being 
as good as men will, if neither Anabaptiſt, Presbyte- 
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rian, nor Indepetdant Miniſter will not ſerve them, 
their Conſcience is not tender in any ſenſe but ſear'd: 
A wonderful Liberty of Conſcience,a delicious varie- 
ty,this 1s ſufficient to pleaſe the moſtNice and Faſtidi- 
04s Palate. And tiuis brings into my” mind ſuch ano- 
her odd choice offer'd to David, eithzr 10 endure 
ſeven years Famine, or three Months flight gefore his 
Enemies, or three days Peſtilence. 


Yet after all this, the Independants in England, 
when-they were at their greateſt height, being but 
tew compared to the bulk of the Nation, and pre- 
vailing only in the Army, and that. too by conjunCti- 
on with, other SeCtaries, we cannot certainly judge 
how far®they approv'd of Toleration in their hearts. 
They ſpoke indulgently and moderately of ſeveral 
Sets, whoſe aſſiſtance they were torc'd to court,and 
joined with them in a common Defence againſt 
Presbytery, but there was no alliance at all of Re- 
ligion, but only of intereſt between them. Thexc- 
tore as their intercſt varied, fo did their Judgmenc 
ſeem to do concerning tolerating other SeCta- 
ries. 


| In New England, where the Independants Reign, 
and prevail as well by their number as Authority, 
the caſe is very much. altered, between them and' 
the other SeCtarics, there they prohibit all other 
Religions and Churches but their own, z. e, there 
ſhall be no Preaching , no Congregation, no publick* 
Worfhip, but after their way, and of their own 
approbation. So that an Anabaprtiſt, or a Quaker- is 


more at eaſe here, under the mol} active proſecu-. 
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: tion of this Government, than in New England, that 
was once accounted the refuge of the ſcrupulous, 
But that all men may know how Toleration thrives 
in that "Country, -I will-mention the Heads of 
ſome of their” -Laws concerning Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters. 


1. *No Church to be gather d withont the ap- 
* probation of the Magiſtrate dwelling next, and 
© of the Elders of the neighbouring Churches. 


2. © No perſon to Preach publickly and conſtantly 
* to any people, either in Church ſociety or nor, 
where any two Organick Churches, Councilgt ſtate, 


' or General Court ſhall declare their diſlatfwattion 


thereat, either in reference to doQtrine or pra- 
Qice, 


FL *«Fevery one that Renounces his Church eſtate, 
© ſhall forfeit to the Treaſury forty Shillings a 
« month, ſo long as he ſhall continue in that his 


* obſtinacy, 


4. © Every one muſt come to Church upon the 
*Lords day, days of Humiliation and Thanks- 
« giving, or for every default to forfeit five Shil- 
cc 1ngs. 


5. *The Obfervation of Chri/maſs Day, to be 
* puniſh'd with a mulckt of five Shillings. 


6. Hereſy to be puniſhed by Baniſhment or Death, 
and many diſputable points determin'd to be 


Hereſy. 7. Who- 
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7. Whoſoever ſhall be found. to have. any of Mug- 
gleton, or Reevis. Books, ſhall pay ten.:pounds, he 
that Harbours a Quaker ſhall:pay tarty Shillings an 
hour, he thar ſhall go to their meeting ſhall pay ten 
Shilliogs, and the Speaker five pounds; 


8. A Quaker is:to be baniſhed, and if he return, 
to be whipp'd out of the Country at a Carts tail,and 
ſtigmariz'd, and if he come back a ſecond time, to be 
put to Death, F | 


9. Anabaptiſts are made incapable of dwelling 
there by their Law concerning Herefies, which 
declar'd it to- be one to deny the lawfulneſs of In- 
fant Baptiſm, | 


I am/almoſt afraid that ſome who have not con- 
ſidered the difference between - a ruling Independant 
and an Independant under hatches, will be apt to 
ſuſpect I do them wrong in theſe Citations, butif 
any be ſo ſcrupulous of believing theſe ſummary 
excetptions, he = without- mych difficulty, F bes 
lieve, ſatisfy himſelf by Jeoking in the Body of Sta- 
tutes, that- they have vratrelf, which wilt inform 
him more at large, what liberty of Conſcience 1s 
prattis'd in New England. WES 
But theſe are ſcare-crow Laws Turely,and never ins 
tended to be'pur in Execution. Alas the complaints 
of -New England Perſecution, has made ſo much 
noiſe-this many years, that the whole World has 
rung with it, R. WH/tams made no little ſtir about 
A E Cottons 
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Cottons Bloudy Tenet, and. the barbarous uſage he - 
and ſeverat other Diſienters from the Churches eſta- 
bliſh'd there, had met, with.. The- Cafe of the Gor- 
toniſts has been;publiſh'd, and it was thought very 
hard meaſure, that when the Eſtabliſh' & had 
driven theſe out of their Dominyzon, to ſeek Pro- 
tection -and Liberty under ſome of the Neighbour: 
ing; /ndians, their Perſecurors- purfued them thi- 
ther, and by force of _ Arms diſlodged them. from 
this Refuge. I. need.not multiply Inflances of this 
kind, all ſorts of Diffenters there drank of the ſame 
Cup, and made the fame Complaints. 


Some perhaps may .be- deſirous to know how the 
Independants of New England can defend themſelves 
againſt the Arguments of their own Brethren here 
for Toleration, when they come to be usd by the 
SeQtaries that diſſent from their Rule; Such- as they are 
put upon us for Demonſtrations, and thought by 
our Diſſeaters unanſwerable; therefore it - may not 
bea miſs to give a brief account how the diipure 
runs. there, and .in what manner - the: Proſecutors 
vindicate- themſelves. againſt the importunate ſaucy 
Pleas which the Diſfenters there do continually make 
for Liberty of Conſcience.. | 


——_ Pri- For one Proteſtant © Cl ongregation to pro» - 
face to St wil- ſecute * another, is more unreaſonable, 


lards Bivep . - (ſays the Anabaptiſt Apology ) than 


— all the C ruelty of the Roman Church, In - 


creaſe Mather, ſays No': For Proteſtants 

puniſh, tho not perſecute Froteſtants ; may, as the 
caſe may be circumſtanc'd, even'a Congregation of - ſuch 
as . 
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as call themſelves Þ roteſtants, if he had added Inde- 
pendants too, the Antithefis had been ſomewhat more 
bo'd, and more viſible ; This he proves by the Au- 
thoriry of the Puritans, from whom theſe Churches 
pretend to be deſcended; and \precious Mr. Cotton 
their Apoſtle, who is bold to denounce, That if the 
Magiſtrates of England, would tolerate Tranſgreſſours 
of the Rule of Godlineſs, God would not long tolerate 
them, | 


Ins England ( ſay the Anabaptiſts) the Indepen- 
dants are our Advocates for Toleration,in N ew Eng- 
land, they per ſecute us themſelves. p. 16. * And the 
*« Writers of the Church of Exgl/and, lay hold of 
*this occaſion to expoſe their inconſiſtence with 
© themſelves; Mather mumbles this ObjeRion, but 
is not able'to take it off : It is #ot for their Opinion, 
but for receiving perſons excommunicated by the Inde- 
pendant Congregation, that they are puniſhed, but 
this fault they are as guilty of in old England, as 
in New Eng/and. Then he cannot be perſwaded that 
any Independants would defire indulgence for ſuch Ana- 
$aptifts as theirs. Yet there can be no difference ſhewn 
between thoſe that are taken here into ection, 
and thoſe that are perſecuted there. then 
can proceed fo different an uſage of the ſame ſort of 
men? Alas the myſtery is not very deep, and 
may be reſolved into a Common Rule of Humane 
Wiſdom very well known, that it is no matter how 
liberal a man is at the expence of another ; but he 
ought to be more wary, when he is to give out of 
his own ſtock. 
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"The Anabaptiſts complain,7hat it s againſt tbe de/igu 
of the firſt, Planters,that kejt England und went i bither 
for Liberty of Conſcience, to lay any reſtraint upon 
Animation _ 3: Willard anſwers without mincing, 
on the N. E. 4» That their buſineſs was wot Toleration, but 
nebopt. Þ. 4+. \ . to ſettle and ſecure Religion to poſterity, 
according to that way which they b:lieved was of 
God. p. 11. The Magiſtrates there were ' hriſtians, and 
held it their duty to maintain and ſtrengthen Chriſtian 
Religion byCivil Laws. All Reformers have done ſo,and 
the Church ever ſince the _ Poor ditlenting 
Conſcience, where canſt - thou. find Reception, 
if theſe Colonies of Diſſenters ſhut the doors againſt 
thee? L301 


The Anabaptiſt cry's, it is agaivft their Brethren. 
P. 9. The Independant 'is not fatisfy'd that they 
are ſo-near of kin, and though they were, 7et 7ſ- 
cipline rightly admimſtred; us not againſt Cbriſtiau 
Charity, the waut of it aves rather argue want of Love, 
Lev. 19. 17, 


It is the part of the men of ths World to perſecute, 
(fays the Anabap.) yet ſometimes ( replies the. In- 
dependant-)- zt proceeds from Godly Zeal againſt Se- 


ducers. | 


Gentle means will prevail moſt according to. the 


Diſſenters judgment. p, 10. But .experiency tells | the 
. Tudependant' that ſuch a Rough thing as a New. Eng: 


land Anabapriſt' s "10t to be hand/ed roverrtenderty. 
The Spirit which they have alwaies diſtewgred. wnder 


the greateſt diſadvantages, eafily tells us, what they 


would 
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would bave been, if circumſtanced 4s thoſe whom they 
accaſe. And Laſtly, that they might not be miſun- 
derſtood, they declare the. proper Subje&t of their 
Jurifdition. W2, do: wat pretend to a Lordſbip 
over Conſcience, yet the outward man is Subjett to 
4s, 


Now he that can reconcile - theſe Laws, this 
praQtice, this Doctrine of the Independants, two the 
Conſideration for -Toleration, may maks a match 
between Antipathies, and a. friendthip between con- 
traditions; nay, may reconcile the Conſcicnce of 
a Scotch Covenanter, ta that ſhort prayer for which 
he holds a fingular deteſtation, z. e, God ſave the . 
King, dem jungat wulpes © mulgeat Hercos, 


The Angbaptiſts, Quakers, Socinians, and other 
Sets, becauſe they are not particularly mentioned, 
I cannot tell how tar they may be concern'd in this 
Plea fora general Toleration, or whether they will 
be judg'd tolerable or no, and therefore it will noc 
be necctlary to fay any thing concerning them. - And 
ſince theſe have not yet had the fortune to be upper- 
moſt in any of our Revolutions, we cannot conelude 
with any certainty, whether they would continue-as 
zealous for Indulgence as now they are : It being 
difficult now to'diſcern whether their importunity 
for Toleration proceeds from the Inward Man, or 
only from their outward Circumſtances. When they 
had got ſome power in Cromwels Army, they began 
to be ſomewhat turbulcnt;; and addicted to Level- 
ling, which imply'd a very fore. impoſition upon 
the Conſciences of Rich Men,. and thoſe that were 
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in 'Anthority. But'in thoſe Countries where the 
Anabapti''s prevailed upon their firſt appeari 


ng, 
' they left ſuch inftances of Blood-ſhed and 


Devaſtation, as the -ſtory of no Chriſtian Se& can 


parallel, 


For the Quakers,how their Spirit woulddetermine 
concerning 1 oleration, if they were in power, is as 
hard to foretel, as it would be to ſhow, what courſe, 
or frolick s mad man would take, that were broke 
looſe trom his Keeper. But ifall Bed/am ſhould break 
looſe, and make themſelves the Maſters, I be- 
lieve it would be neceſlary-to-have 'recourſe to Da- 


| , wids Stratagems, and that a man would be in no 
littledanger, that would preſume tocontinue in the 


Exerciſe of his own Wits. 


Having ſhewn what Conſcience, they that Dif- 
ſent from us, make of Indulging their Diſſenters, and 
that none are more vehement againſt. Toleration 
when they are in place, than thoſe that are now ſo 
importunarte for it, we may conclude that notwith- 
ſtanding all theyalledge from Scripture, and the na- 
ture of Chriſtian Religion, to make us believe that 
hg in Conſcience to indulge Diſſenters, they 
are of our fide, and do not believe any thing of 


hat they fay, for it is unconceivable how they 


can reckon that our Duty, which would not be fo to 
them plac'd in our circumſtances. 


Now if neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles have ever 
enjoin d a general Toleration of all Chriſtian Se&s, 
and the Difſenters, when uppermoſt, declare this 

to 
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to be true : The Chriſtian Magiſtrate is ſomething 
more atlarge, and hasgreater liberty and ſcope to 
judge of the Reaſons and Conſequences of allowing or 
refuſing it. 


The ſecond Topick from which the D. of B. and 
the Conſiderer argue againſt all Compulſion in mat- 
ters of Religion,is the abſurdity and unrea{onableneſs 
— the thing : Therefore the D, puts the Que- 

ion, 


2. Topick. W hether there can be any thing more 
unmanly, more barbarous or more ridiculous, than to 
£0 about to convince a mans judgment by any thing but 
Reaſon, it is ſe ridiculdus, that Boys at School are 
whipp'd for it, who inſtead of anſwering an Argument 
with Reaſon, are Loggerheads. enough to go to Cuffs. 


If this reaſoning be good, the Maſter that Whips 
is.the veryeſtLoggerhead of all : Has whipping any 
demonſtration 1n it - to. convince the judgment of 
Boys 2 The Maſter therefore ſhould convince thoſe 
Blockheads by a grave diſcourſe, as a certain Reve- 
rend Perſon of great moderation, is faid. to- have . 
done upon the. like occaſion, ſaying, That it was the 
higheſt abſurdity in Metaphyſicks for IntelleQual or : 
Rational Entities to fall out : Ay, this is convincing, 
and as certainly parts a fray, asa little duſt ſtops the 
fury of Bees in. the very heat of Battel; for Gods 
fake tell me, you ſevere Afﬀerters of Priſcian, what 
Rods and Ferula's do in. your Schools ? What are 
theſe Twiggs of the Tree of Knowledge, or theſe, 
are they Chips of any Oracular Oak ? What Ln 

e. 


| 'ſure, But to the Queſtion, 1 do not believe we ever 
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thoſe things contribute to the enlightning of the 


underftanding ? Look to your felyes, for the Afr. 
tors of humane Reaſon and Liberty, will call you to 
account, for making uſe of thoſe Enſigns of Tyran- 
ny, and Inſtruments of Perſecution; for it is barba- 
rous to go about to convince- one's underſtanding, 
which is true or falſe Latin by any thing but Rea- 
ſon ; it is ridiculous to imagine that whipping ſhould 
correct a weak or a miſtaking judgment. 


But Boys are perverſe and wilful, and will not 


be perſuaded to their Duty by Reaſon, therefore Diſ- 


cipline muſt be us'd, not 'to convince their judg- 
ments, but to mend — and'to bring them 
toa Teachable Diſpoſition ;"be it fo: Now if Men 
may beſometimes Children im the temper of their 
minds, as well as in underſtanding, what ſhall be 
done 2 If they are Perverſe, Sullen, Raſh, Wanton, 
to ſay nothing of Malice, Intereſt, 'Defign, which 
are more than childiſh faults, is there no remedy 
but downright Reaſon ? And yet theſe Indifpoſiti- 
ons will not permit the party affected, to hearken 
to, or toyconſider, or comply with ' Reafon, 'but 
when theſe Obſtruftions are remov'd, reaſon may 
have its effec, - and finiſh the Conviction, 


Yet ſhll, to Fy about to convince a mays judgment þ 
any thing but Reaſon, is unmanly, &c. It is eetfainly 
10: Andan'*tnmannerly Fellow might fay, that if 
His Grice mezns'to convince any mans judgment, 
by this Quere of the reaſonableneſs of Toleration, 
he may be 1n danger'of falling under his own Cen- 


had 
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had a Parliament fo unlearned, as to take Penal Laws 
for Demonſtrations, or to think that any punith- 
ment can immediately convince the underſtanding, 
Penalties in matters of Religion are deſign d to re- 
move ſuch evil obſtructions as lie if the Paſſage to a 
mans right Reaſon, that it may judge more equally 
and impart ially of that which is laid before it. Every 
mans reaſon is not to be ſpoken with at all times, 
there may be Frejudice, Wylfulneſs, or Intereſt, that 
like ſo many ſurly Door-keepers, forbid all acceſs to 
right reaſon; they will ſay. perhaps, my Lord is in- 
diſpoſed, or he 1s in Company, or cntertains him- 
ſelf with a private Friend, or 1s a ſlcep, and mutt not 
be moleſted; fo an ordinary Perſon muſt depart, tho' 
his buſineſs be never ſo reaſonable; but it an Ofhcer 
from the King ſhall demand Audience, all excuſes va- 
niſh, the Doors fly open to the Authority, that 
would not ſtir before the Juſtice of the ſame Meſ- 
ſage, and the great Perſon ſo diſiicult ro be ap- 
proach'd, muſt then hearken to, and comply with 
Reaſon; it therefore the Penalties wiuch cannot con- 
vince the judgment, may yet reſcue it from the ſlug. 
giſhneſs, and teachleſnels it had contrafted, and from 
that Slavery in to which the will and paſſions its own 
natural Subje &s liad reduc'dit, and reſtore it to the 
liberty of con ſidering the Reaſons laid betore it; eve- 
ry reaſonable man I hope will be ready to c1ſcharge 
them of the infamous Titles given them in this 


Quere, 


Conf. 4 The good Rules of Humanity and Common Civi- 
lity, are openly violated by uſing of Force in Matters of 
Conſcience, Men do abhor to thruſt that Meat or 
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Drink down their Neighbours Throat, that will not 
agree with their Stomachs; they ſay commonly pray 
take what likes you, why are they not ſo civil in Mat- 
ters of Religion, have compaſſion one on another, be 
Pitiful, be Courteous, 


If it were as indifferent a matter, what Religion 
or Sc&t one ſhould be of, as whether he ſhould eat 
Beet or Mutton, I muſt confeſs it would be very 
unhoſpitable to oblige a man to any one more than 
another, But I have not heard before of this new 
mode of Civility,. pray- take. what God or Religion 
you pleaſe,l will nor preſcribe to you, be of what Sect 
you pleaſe. Yet if in this variety there ſhould be any 
thing that you knew: to be unwholſom or mortal, 
it would be bur a ſorry civility not to forbid him 
to touch it, or not. to ſnatch it forcibly out of his 
hands. Or if by miſtake one ſhould eat Hemlock, 
and declare he-did not love Oyl, it cou!d not ſure- 
ly be accounted ſo very Rude and. Barbarous, to 
pour ſome down his throat. But it goes againſt 
their ſtomachs: So does many Medicines that have 
good effet. The Phyſicians muſt not uſe Aloes, or 
Rhubarb, becauſe they make one -ſick forſooth, in 
the way to health, but the Chymiſt and the Quack 
cry, be kind to nature ; Let your Medicines be com- 
fortable and eaſy. Indulgence 1s the only way to 
heal : After all this, what ſhall we ſay to the con- 


cluding Text of Scripture. Have compaſſion one of 


another, &c. Is it not a very tender compaſſion, ſo 
to ſuffer a man to go on undiſturb'd in damnable er- 
rour ? Is it not a moſt obliging Courteſy, to ſuffer 
a man to dye, rather than uſe ſo much rudeneſs as 
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to pull him by the Noſe? St. Jade has left us ano- 
ther ſort of diretion, he bids us to make a dif- 
ference,and to ſnatch ſome out of the fire, but accord- 
ing to our Conſiderers courteſy, we muſt have a 
care of being too rough with them, leſt while we 
ſnatch them out of the fire, we ſhould happen to 
hurt them, or put out an Arm. 


Conſi '5. The Church Proteſtants in England have 
been diſtreſſed by hot doings heretofore in the Reign 
of Queen Mary, when they were accounted Criminals 
for not conforming to that Worſhip which was then the 
eſtabliſied Worſhip of the Kingdom, And they ſhould 
have taken beed before now, of what they did, and of 
what Spirit they be ſtill of in perſecuting others, fince 
they know not hew ſoon that part of the I heel which 
has been, or is on the ground, may come to be at top, 
and fall the heavier on them upon this account; for with 
the fame meaſare men mete withal, it ſhall be meted to 
them again. 


If ever I underſtood the juſt reproach of a Trim- 
mer, it is ſomething of kin to this Argument, it is 
the name, as I take it, of one that dares not be ho- 
neſt, and do his duty for fear of Conſequences. What 
if the Parliament ſhould be angry? What ifthere ſhould 
be a Court Revolution 2 What if the Faction ſhould 
get the better 2 So he floats, and rowls, and recipro- 
cates, as this or that apprehenſion prevails : How 
politick this conſideration may be, does not much 
concern me, let the Author abound in his own wif- 
dom, and diſtant projects of felt preſervation, the 
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preſent Queſtion is, What is fit and ought to be 
done, and not what will come of it; and befides 
the iſſne of this conſideration is very uncertain, 
for there may be Inconveniences in the way of for- 
bearance, as well as in that of ſeverity. It you 
| provoke a Party, the Wheel may turn round, and 
| they have their turn of being uppermoſt, and then 
[| will be in a capacity of, revenging themſelves. If 
1] you tolerate and give way to Diſlenters, you con- 
| - tribute totheir Growth, and with your own hands 
| help the Wheel to turn round, and when they are 
| got to the Top, they may forget all your former 
connivances. There is no end of purſuing the con- 
ſequences of things that have ſuch variety of chance, 
and arc influenced by every little incident ; the wil- 
eſt way ſurely is for a man to be uniform to himſelf 
to do his duty, and leave the ſucceſs to God : I can- 
not tell how ſeaſonable it may be to put people in 
mind at this time of Queen Marys daies. Thoſe 
that can aquieſce in the faith and juſtice of a King, 
who has been alwaies ſo faithful a Subjet&t to his own 
word, can no more apprehend the hot doings of 
thoſe times would return, than that the time it felt 
ſo long paſs'd ſhould be recall'd : But there are Con- 
ſciences as full of fears and jealouſies of perſecution 
for, as they are of ſcruples in their Religion, and 
condemn themſelves never to be fatisfy'd. This f 
is not very ſtrange, for it is natural for every 
man to hope and fear according as he has de- 
ſerved. 


I wonder our Author ſhould give himfelf the 
trouble to go ſo far back as Queen Marys Reign, 
to 
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to kumble the Church Proteſtants, with a proſe: 
of their ſufferings, he might have found a Revolu- 
tion no leſs calamitous to them, and of a more treſh 
and ſmarting Remembrance; I mean the Reign of 
the Diſſenters. The Church Proteſtants are ſenſible 
enough, that they are mortal, and have had their 
turns of ſuffering as we'l as others. But it is 
ſomewhat an odd way ot moving for Indulgence, 
to commemorate the infolence or cruelty, which 
thoſe that pretend to favour, have lierctotore us'd 
towards the Church that is eliabliſh'd by Law, and 
it ſounds like a threat to ſuggeſt, you know what 
you have ſuffered,therefore, tate heed how you proſecute 
others, Who are theſe others > Diflenters> Why 
ſhould the intimation of Queen Marys days, make 
us take ſuch heed of that? !frhoſe times ſhould return, 
it is not likely that the Proſecution of Diſlenters, 
would be laid to our charge as Herely, or Roman 
Catholicks, The Diſſenters of all men living, have 
the leaſt reaſon to reproach us with protecuting 
theſe, ſince they were the conitant !nſtigators of 
the Magiſtrate to exccute the Laws made againſt 
the Papiits, and upon all occalions expoſed the 
Church-Proteſtants, as Popiſhly afteAed, becauſe 
they did not always proſecute that Party with the ut- 
termoſt rigour: But if our danger cannot prevail with 
us to take heed of proſecuting, yer ſurely our Savi- 
ours admonition muſt: With what meaſure 40u mete, 
it ſhall ble meaſured to you again. It the meaſure be 
juſt and reaſonable, why ſhould we tear that the 
ſame ſhould be returned ; If the return be not juſt, 
then it is not the fame meaſure. The Judges had 
need to undcritand this place better than our Con- 
ſidercr, otherwiſe they would have but a forry 
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defence to make if the Criminals they had puniſh'd, 
ſhould come to make reprizals, and to judge them 
by this Text, according to the intent of this Con- 
fideration, 


Conſfi. 6. Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts, do all 
agree in the ſubſtance cf Chriſtianity, in the ſame 
Articles of Faith, in the ſame Kule of Manners, in 
the Apoſtles (reed, and the ten.Commandments, There 
is one Body, one Spirit, one Lord, one Fleſh, oe 
Baptiſme. As a variety of flzwers may grow on one 
Bank, ſo may Proteſtants and Papiſts live in Eng. 
land, &c. There is much more reaſon to love one ano- 
ther for the many things wherein we agree, than to 
fall out for thoſe wherein we differ, and though we can- 
not have Communion in the ſame external Worſhip, 
we can, and have Communion in the ſam? internal 
Adoration of the ſame Bleſſed Trinity, @c. 
The Wolf ſhall lye down with the Lamb, 


- Qc. 


It is an intolerable iniquity, to uſe different and 
deceitful weights, one ſort to buy, and another to 
ſell by. It is the fame ſort of cheat, to repreſent 
things of more or leſs moment, not as they are 
in themſelves, but only according to the occaſion 
we have to make uſe of them. When Diſſenters 
ſpeak of Tokration, then we agree all in the main, 
the difterences are only about ſmall matters, and 
why ſhould not we indulge ſomething to leſſer 
miltakes? But if you defire them to take this Ar- 
gument back by the fame weight, and tell them, 
that fince we agree in the main, why ſhould they 

be 


do 


(47) 
te ſo unreaſonable as to ſeparate from us, and to 
make or continue a perpetual breach for things of 
little moment? then they preſently change rheir 
note, and every difference is of the higheſt impor- 
tance, 2. e. Whatſoever they would have us to 
grant, is but a ſlight matter; But for them to yield 
any of thoſe little things, is as much, as to re- 
nounce the Faith, or to Sacrifice to an 


Idol, 


Now let us obſerve the truth and conſequence of 
what isoffer'd in this Confideration, all do agree as to 
the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity, and in the ſame Articles. 
In what ſubitance ? In what Articles ? In all > This 
is too much, for we have ſome difference I think 
with theRcmanCatholicks about the infallibility of their 
Church, the Supremacy ot the Pope, the DoCtrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, and theſe they take to be Arlicles 
of Faith, and of the ſubſtance of Religion; and we 
judge to be miſtakes very abſurd, and of long and 
dangerous conſequences ; But we have the ſame Apoſ= 
tles Creed; So we have the fame Scripture, yer it 
they lay yet broader Foundations, and build upon it 
what Faith they pleaſe, how ſhall theſe their Creed 
or Scripture ever determine any difference about 
thoſe Addicional Articles, or what Plea is it for In- 
dulgence, that we agree in many points, but that we 
cifter in other of great importance; as it an Argument 
"concerning the obligation of nine of the Command- 
- ments, ſhould be a reaſon to permit the obſervation of 
the tenth to diſcretion, and that we ſhould rather con- 
ſider the many Commandments about which we a- 
greed, than one or two, perhaps ſhort ones, whieh 
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ſome tender Conſciences might defire to be indulg'd. 
The Sociyiars and we ditter about the Perſon of 
Chriſt, and the Merit of his death, about the Do- 
Arine ot the 1 rinity, and many things more of leſs 
moment; but tele things ſurely were everaccounted 
of the ſubſtanceof Chriltianity, and yet they make a 
diftercnce between us and the Sociuians: The Quakers 
who reſolve all their Faith into the Authority ot their 
Spirit, and revile the Scripture, and deny 1t to be the 
Word of God, do not agree with us fo much as in 
the Foundation of Religion; thele two err dangerouſly 
concera:ng the Trinity and the Incarnation ot the Son 
of God, and I amatfraid our Author did not conſider 
tie{e Sets, when he tells us; That we can, and have 
( ommunion in the ſame Intirnal Adoration of the 
ſame Bleſſed Trinity, 1Icannot rellto what purpoſe our 
Author brings into this conſideration a patlage of 
Scripture about Unity, where he plcads for the Efla- 
bl:!hment of Diviſion; There 75s one Body, one Spirit, 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. Since leveral of the 
Diſienters have neither the ſame Faith, nor Battiſm, 
much lefs the fame Body or Spirit ; The Anab:ptifts 
Jook upon our Baptiſm as void;The Quakers and focz- 
#ias torriie molt part, uſe no Baptitm at all: Now I 
would fain underſtand by what figure of Speech, theſe 
may be ſaid tohave the ſame Baptiſm with us 2 Well ; 
admit therebe ſome things of moment, about which 
we ditfer, yet the number of thoſe is greatc{t about 
which we are agreed, therctore, there 7s much more 
reaſon to love one another, for the many things wherein 
we agree, than for to fall cut for thoſe wherein we differ, 
Whether we ought to love one another for thoſe 
things in Which we agree, 15 not the queſtion; tur it 15 
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certain we ought to love one another, whether we a- 
grec in many thingsor few, bur thepoint in diſpute is 
whether this love vbliges us to permit thoſe thar 
diticr from us, to Confirm themſelves in thoſe errors, 
which are the odcaſion of our difference, by having 
them Preach'd and Argu'd, and Maintain'd in their 
Aſſemblies; Is it an ACt of Chriſtian Charity, to ſuffer 
Quakers toenjoy all opportunities of being confirm'd 
in their madneſs, and of feducing filly people? If we 
love the Perſon of a Socinian, mult we therefore give 
him leave to propagate his Dofrine, and to teach 
men to deny their Lord that bought them 2 becauſe 
we have Charity for Anabaptifts, ought we therefore 
to Tolerate them to Re-baptize thoſe they have ſe- 
duc'd to believethemſclves no Chriſtians, or the «- 
dependants, becauſe our Faith is not much different 
from theirs? ſhall they out of pure love be licens'd 
to gather Sele& Congregations, to draw away as 
many as they can from the Church, tooblige them by 
a Vow as Solemn as that of Baptiſm, not to return 
thither, nor to forſake their new Fraternity? 


Theſe are the things which we would gladly have 
the Diſſenters forbear, and uſe all lawful means to 
hinder them, not becauſe we have no love for them, 
but out of pure compaſl:on, becauſe theſe things 
they areſo deſirous to be indulg'd in,” would do them 
and others hurt, and this is all the quarrel we have 
with them, this is the falling out with which our 
Author is offended, 


What ſhall we ſay now to the Mahomztan Parable? 
That wariety of Flowers may grow on the ſame Bank. 
H Tt 
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It is certainly more agreeable to the Principles of 
him that ſpoke it, than thoſe of a Chriſtian, for the 
Turks permit Fews and Chriſtians to live among them, 
and to enjoy the Exerciſe of their Religion, becauſe 
they think both of them may be ſay'd by vertue of 
that Religion they reſpe&tively profeſs. But our 
Church paſſesa very ſevere Cenſure upon thoſe that 
ſhall ſay, thar every man may be ſav'd by that Law 
or Se&t which heprofeſlſes. But what it theſe Flowers 
prove Weeds, and grow too faſt, what if they an- 
noy, and hurt the relt, what if they are like Flow- 
ers de Luce il] Neighbours according to thc Old Pro- 
verb, what then > They muſt certainly in prudence 
be a little diſcouraged and kept under, or by ſome 
good Art bebrought to change their deſtructive and 
unſortable nature, 


In what manner this Prophecy of the Reconcilia- 
tion of Diſſenting Natures., 7he Wolf ſhall lie 
down with the Lamb, and the Leopard with the 
Kid, 1s to be accompliſh'd, I am nor well aſſur'd, 
however I have ' ſome reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
it. is not to: be done by the way of an uni- 
verſal Toleration:,, becauſe this deſcription ſhews 
not only, that they ſhall not hurt one the 
other, but that they ſat be of one. Fellowſhip. 
and Communion; they ſhall feed and lye down toge- 
ther ; whereas Toleration ſeems to do no more than- 
to ſhut up theſe ſeveral Creatures in diſtin apart- 
ments of the ſame Grate; but if you would know 
when a Presbyterian, or Independant, or Anabap- 
tiſt, will not hurt, I can tell, without the Spirit of 
day pv it is then only when they have no. power 
to do hurt, | 
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Conſ. 7. The French Proteſtants, who are Diſſenters 
from the Eſlabliſid Government of that Kingdom, 
are kindly receiv'd and ſuccour d by England, and when 
the French King is highly Blam'd by Engliſh Pro- 
teſtants, and perhaps too by ſome Engliſh Catholicks, 
for Perſecuting his peacealle Subjetts, ſhall we do 
the ſame thing in our Kingdom, which we condemn 
in another > Therefore thou art inexcuſable O Man 


that judeeſt, for thou that jadgeſt another, doeſt the 
fame thing. 


I will not enquire what Znglih Proteſtants do 
highly blame or condemn the Actions of the French 
King; thoſe of my acquainrance are not very forward 
to cenſure and condemn Princes, nor can it be con- 
cluded, that whoſoever is kind to a Stranger forc'd 
out of his Countrey, does preſently engage himſelf 
in the whole Merit of his Cauſe. Burt as for the 
French Proteſtants, we conceive our compaſſion to 
be the more dueto them, becauſe they ſuffer for a 
Religion, which we verily believe to be true, which 
we are not able to ſay of ſeveral of thoſe that plead 
for Toleration. _ In the next place, they were peace- 
able, and had not provok'd their Prince by any Se- 
ditious or Turbulent Behaviour, in the Minority of 
this King, when the diſcontents of France were 
very high, and the Authority of the Government 
low. They behav'dthemſelves ſo well as to deſerve 
his publick acknowledgment, which 1 believe ' our 
Diſſenters aretoo modeſt to pretend to; for it they 
ſhould ; yer there is hardly any body ſo ignorant 
ef their proceedings, but can juſtly reproach them 
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with having laid hold on every advantage 
publick diſtreſs, to weaken firſt, then to deltroy t! 
Government: They never fail 'd to join ti:emlcives 
with every Fa&tion againſt the Crown, and ill 
brought a form'd Faction to every diſcontented great 
Man, and ofter'd themſelves ready inſtruments of his 
Ambition or Revenge. But we have ycr tarther 
cauſe to Commilerate the ſufferings of the French 
Proteſtants, becauſe they tell us, and we have no 
reaſon to disbelieve them, that they were inflicted 
without Proceſs or Form of Law, an.! Ji ctly a- 
gainſt particular Rights and Priviiedges granted to 
them by former Kings. 


For their Churches had becn long ago taken 
into the protection of the Government, and etta- 
blith'd by Laws. Special Judicatures were eres eJ 
in their favour, where the one half were of their 
Religion, and ſeveral other Vriviiedges granted 
them, to ſecure their perſons and cfiates from Op- 
preſſion, and the malice of their Enemies; and how 
they have forfeited all,l do not know. Buc our Proteſtant 
Diſlenters were never own'd by our ! aws, nor men- 
tioned in them, but as a fattious and feditious ! ar- 
ty, that was by all due means to be ſupprels'd, 
There never was any agreement or accomudation 
between the Government and them; for while they 
could hold their arms in their hands, they would 
never hearken to any, and therefore it is no won- 
der it we have ſo many Laws againſt Diſſenters, 
to forbid Conventicles, to oblige them to come 
to Church ; ſince this Government thought they 
could neyer take too - great ſecurity, from a Party 
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they had found to be implacable. Therefore thou 
art inexcuſable O man, whoever thou art, that 
wouldſt fir up the Reader, nay recommend 
to the Parliament for a Parelle] Caſe with 
ours, one that has ſo little reſemblance with 
it, 


Top. 3. Weare come now to the third and laſt 
Topick of the Advocates for Toleration, and that 
1s the benefit and advantage of the Kingdom, by 
Improvement of Trade, to which Indulgence is 
eſteem-d to be fo ſingular a Nurſe, that ir cannot 
poſlibly thrive or ſubſiſt without it. Wherefore 
the D. of B. makes this Quere, I/hether the prattice 
of it, i, e. of uſing any compulſion or reſtraint 
towards mens Conlſciences, has not alwaies been 
ruinous and deſtruftlive to thoſe Countreys, where it 
has heen us'd either in Monarchies or Common-wealth:? 
and whether the contrary practice has not been 
ſuccesful in all thoſe Countreys, where it has 
been us'd, either in Monarchies or Common- 
wealths 2 


We have great obligation to this Noble Perſon, 
for waving all the advantages which a fruitful wit 
might have given him upon this Subject,of reaoning 
without end of the poſſible or probable milſchiets 
or advantages ariſing to Monarchies or Common- 
wea'ths, from the granting or refuſing Toleration ; 
and for rcferring this whole diſpute to the decift- 
on of experience, The Queſtion theretore cannot 
but have an eaſy iſſue, becauſe any man of ordt- 


nary underſtanding, that has read ſome Hiſtory, 
or 
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or made any Obſervation in the World, may be 
capable of deciding it. As to the firſt part- of the 
demand I do believe there have been, and are ſeve- 
ral Kingdoms that have receiv'd no manner of da- 
mage, by denying a Toleration to ſeveral Religi- 
ons, What Calamity has befallen "Dexmark or Swe- 
den wupon this account, where you will meet 
with no other Churches, but the Lutherans 
and if ſome Indulgence has been heretofore 
offered there to People of other Nations , 
this comes not under our Queſtion, tor ſtrangers 
may be more ſafely tolerated than Subjects, becauſe 
the removal of them, when they grew trouble- 
ſme is more caſy, and has not fo bad conle- 
quence. But not to Travel ſo far for an exception 
to this General Quxzre, I beleive there was no 
Kingdom more flouriſhing than this was under 
Queen Flizabeth and King James I. And yet then 
there was as great or greater reſtraint upon Con- 
{cience, as at any time ſince: The Roman Catho- 
licks, though a very numerous and formidable Par- 
ty inthe beginning of the Reign of Queen EFl:zabeth, 
were brought to our Churches, by the fingle: force 
of the Att of Uniformity, which left Diſlenters to 
the Cenfures of the Church, and added no other 
O_ than a light mulCt of a Shilling for every 

efault, And this Uniformity that is the Contra- 
diction of Toleration, did in a few years ſo di- 
miniſh that Party, that the Pope was oblig'd to 
command thoſe who retain'd any reverence Br his 
Authority, to ſeparate themſelves, and to abſtain 
from coming to our Churches: It would have been 
2 ſtrange Paradox inPoliticks, in thoſe daies, to 
| plead 
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plead for the Toleration of thoſe the Government did 
ſo.much fear. But however, this Compulſion did 
not prove in the leaſt 7uinow, or deſtructive to this 
Kingdom: And when that Party fell into dange- 
rous enterprizes, the Laws grew ſtill more and 


more ſevere, 1n obliging them to a conformity with 
the eſtabliſh'd Religion, 


The Puritans were - as little indulg'd by that 
Queen, as the Papiſts, as her Laws do ſufficiently 
declare, and all her time by due execution of Laws; 
that Faftion was low and inconſiderable, that the 
care taken then to, ſuppreſs them, ſeemed to pro- 
ceed rather from the forefight of ſuch troubles, as 
this Faction might create to ſucceeding Princes, than 
any apprehenſion of preſent danger. I need nct 
mention thoſe Anabaptiſts, and wi'd Fanaticks, 
that were put to death in her time, not ſo much 1 
conceive for matters of Religion, as crimes againſt 
the State, it 1s enough that all the World knows, 
that there was no Toleration in thoſe daies, and 
yet they were as ſerene, as profpcrous, as happy, 
as any paſs'd over the head of this Nation, at leaſt- 
wiſe during the late Uſurpation, which was 
the on'y time of Toleration in this King-- 
dom. 


If we can give any credit to thoſe Obſervations, 
which our Republicans and Diſlenters have made 
ofthe Original of the late Confuſions, we owe them 
all to a pretended Toleration, or fome ſecret Con- 
nivance which they ſuſpeted, and from this root 


they deduce all that tollowed; true or falſe, real. 
or 
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or pretended ; the Enemies of the Government 
made mueh- more advantage of it, than either the 
Government, or thoſe. for whom the tavour was 
faid to be intended. 


I might inſtance in Monarchy s, and Common- 
wealths of the Rowan Communion, thar are of Opi- 
' nion, that they have reccived no great prejudice by 
not granting a Toleration for all SeQs of Religion ; 
and if ſome of the moſt zealous Perſecutors of the 
Reformation have fallen into extraordinary decay, we 
may impute it to theJudgment of God upon them for 
reſiſting the Truth with ſo great Cruelty, and not for 
denying licence to every thing or Sect, that had the 
pretence or Cant of Religion. Beſides in thoſe Coun- 
rreys, ſome that have inquired into the reaſons of 
their decay, have obſerved ſeveral other falſe mca- 
ſures, much more pernicious than the denying of 
1oleration. 


The laſt Exception I ſhall make is from the Com- 
mon-wealth and Kingdom of the Fews, which ne- 
ver flouriſh'd more than when there was no Tole- 
ration, never wes in worſe Condition, than when 
there was; And this inſtance has ſomething more 
of Authority than the reſt, becauſe this People were 
govern'd by Gods own Laws, and ſomctime more 
immediately by God himfelf as it were in Perſon, and 
yet during 2: the time of his Theocracy, there is not 
the lealt Indulgence or Liberty of Conſcience to be 
tound upon Record, 

Nay, ſo far was his Government from any fuch 


thing, that he made a perpetual Decrce, that if any 
Perſon, 
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Perſon, or City, or Tribe, ſhould fall away from his 
Worſhip, and ſerve other Gods, the reſt inſtead of In- 
dulging, or neglefting the errors, were to proſecute 
them to utter deſtru&tion. 

Now, leſt it may be thought, that under Theo- 
cracy this might be juit, becauſe Idolatry was a fort 
of High Treaton, but in other Governments the rea- 
ſon ceaſes ; it is plain that the fame Law was pur in 
Execution by the Kings of Jſrae/ and Judah; who are 
not only commended by the inſpir'd Writers, but ob- 
ſerved to have been bleſs'd with unuſual proſperity 
for thoſe proſecutions. 1 would not be thought to 
recommend theſe Proceedings, as Precedents to be 
tranſcribd by Chriſtian Princes, it is only upon the 
Queſtion of Fact, that I produce this inſtance, to 
ſhew there may be ſuch a thing as a proſperous King- 
dom or Common Wealth, without the help of a ge- 
neral Toleration, 

As to the ſecond part of the Quere ; Has not then 
contrary prattice been always ſucceſsful to thoſe Coun- 
tries where it has been us'd, either in Monarchies or 
Common Wealths. 1 think it a hard matter to find 
many Kingdoms or Common Wealrhs, where a 
general Toleration has been us 'd ; ſome have en- 
dur'd one, or perhaps two forts of Diſſenters in 
Religion, but this. doesnot anſwer the end of thoſe 
Queres, or of the Confiderations, which is univerſal 
Toleration ; but have not thoſe been moſt ſucceſsful 
that have tolerated moſt? This is not certain, for 
I think in the time of the late Uſurpation, there 
was a great variety of Sets permitted to uſe their 
ſeveral ways, but the ſucceſs, God be thanked, was 
ſuchas honeſt men did with and pray for; they had 
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too great ſucceſs indeed at firſt againſt the King and 
the Church, but then Toleration was ſcarce begun 
or deſign'd ; there was then but one Rule of Uni- 
formity, the Covenant was impos'd upon all; And 
the Independants did for a good while difſemble 
their Exceptions. But afterwards when every Sect 
demanded the liberty of its own way, and Religions 
were multiply'd beyond Computation, the Fruits of 
Toleration did quickly appear, every Sect as it ga- 
ther'd a little ſtrength from a State of Toleration be- 
gan to afte& Dominion, and this did quickly ſo dif: 
unite, and rend the Body of thoſe Tyrants, that it 
was impoſſible for them longer to ſubſiſt, and ſo made 
way to that glorious Revolution, whoſe influence 
makes us ſtill happy and proſperous, and it makes no 
difference in this caſe, whether a Government be 
rightful or uſurp'd ; the ſame method of Indulgence 
will have the ſame conſequence, only Uſurpers have 
more excuſe for allowing Toleration, becauſe it is 
more neceſſary for them, than for a Rightful and long 
Eſtabliſh'd Dominion ; and therefore tho? it be a dan- 
gerous courſe, they muſt take it, becauſe they have 
ao better to take. 

I know the Example of the United Privinces is of- 
ten Recommended by our Diſſenters, and is men- 
tioned by the Authour of the Confiderations, and in- 
deed it equally ſerves both their occaſions, for a Com- 
mon Wealth, and Toleration ; however, I believe this 
inſtance is commonly ſwallow'd down whole with- 
out conſidering the particular reaſons or_ circumſtan- 
ces that may induce them to tolerate ſome Religions, 
which may render their caſe very different from ours, 
Some Religions, 1 ſay, becauſe they do not tolerate all, 


or whatever they do at this time, they have been 
in 


in the memory of man ſo far from allowing an Un 
verſal Toleration, that they exceeded all their Pro. 
teſtant Neighbours in violence and ſeverity, againſt 
thoſe that diſſented from their Eſtabliſh'd Rehigion, 
tho* in matters very obſcure, and of inſuperable diffi- 
culty. However, ſince this Example of the Dutch, 
is inſiſted upon by all the Advocates for Toleration, 
as an unanſwerable Argument of the benefit of thar . 
courſe, I will give a brief account ol ſuch circum- 
ſtances, as determinedthem to Indulgence, and the 
ſecurity they take againſtall the civil conſequences of 
it ; neither of which are to be found in our Govern- 
ment. 

In the firſt place, their Common Wealth was Ori- 
ginally made up of ſeveral —_— or Seas, which 
are as cflential parts of their Conſtitution, for they 
were not only preſerv'd by Strangers trom England, 
and France, and Germany, that Fought their Battels, 
but many out of Germany and France, fled thither 
as to a common refuge ; and were all as it were in- 
corporated into this Common Wealth; every one of 
theſe Nations had their Churches not only tolerated, 
but Eſtabliſh'd by Authority, and paid by the Go- 
vernment}; ſo every Nation and Sec, uſe their own 
Forms and Languages, only the Exg/i/h are much 
degenerated, partly by their own fault, inclining to 
the Puritan way, and accommodating themſelves to 
the manner of the Country, partly by the care 
which the Dutch do, and haveever us'd todifcourage 
Epiſcopal Miniſters, making greatsſcruple of admit- 
ting any one they ſuſpe& to have Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion. So Toleration was at firſt the neceſſity, not the 
choice of that People. But after this Eſtabliſhment, 
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the meaſure of their Toleration being - full, whoever 
oppos'd the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, and departed from 
the Rule of their Church, found but very ſorry 
quarter. When the Socinians appear firſt in thoſe 
Countries, the States took the Alarm, and Baniſh'd 
thoſe Hereticks out of all their Dominions. Then 
Arminius his Scholars, preſum'd to find fault with 
the Dutch Catechiſm, which was their Eſtabliſh'd 
Dottrine of their Church, and to divide Commeynion 
upon it ; they were condemned by the Synod of Dorr, 
and the Sentence was Executed by the Magiſtrate, 
with ſo great ſeverity, that all the Neighbouring 
Countries were fill d with thecomplaint of the ſut- 
fering Remonſtrants. The moſt Eminent and Adttive 
of whom- were forced to fly their Country, or to en- 
dure cloſe Impriſonmentat home, ſo that, tho* they 
had more difterent Religions in their firſt Conſtitu- 
tion than we, yet they endeavour'd, we ſee, to keep 
their firſt Eſtabliſhment entire, as well as we do 
ours, by forcibly ſuppreſſing thoſe that aſſaulted it ; 
nay, they us'd greater ſeverities upon this occaſion to- 
wards their Diſlenters, than ever we have. done to 
ours. Yet during this proſecution of Diflenters, they 
had the beſt ſuccefs that ever happened to that Com- 


mon Wealth ;- before that time they ſtruggl'd' forlife, . 


but now they ealarg'd their Frontiers and their 
Trade, and advane'd fo far in ſtrength and reputation, 
as to become the moſt powerful "Common Wealth in 
Europe; not that their ſucceſs and proſperity is to be 
imputed to this Perſecution, but it-ſeems by this in- 
tance, that forcible means in matters of- Conſcience 


| doesnot always ruin, nor 1s the good ſucceſs of a 


People in Trade or War always to be imputed to a 
general 
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general Toleration. - I do not pretend to juſtify 
thoſe proceedings, nor dol alledge them upon any 
other account, than to ſhew that Dutch Toleration, 
has bounds, and that they have been proſperous 
while they proſecuted, a very conſiderable Party, 
both for number and intereſt, upon the account of 
Religion. 


Bur beſides the difference of their firſt Conſtituti- 
on, and ours, there are ſeveral other circumſtances 
in their Government, that renders Toleration leſs 
dangerous to them than it is to us, 


1. The Dutch Populace have no voice at all in 
chuſing of their Magiſtrates; there are neither May- 
ors, nor Aldermen, nor Sherifts, nor Common 
Council, nor Knights and Burgeſies for Parliament, 
to be Eleted by their Commonalty. There are no 
Juries to Judge of Matter of Fa&, or of Right by 
way. of Concomitance, inany Cauſes Criminal or Ct- 
vil. So that tho' the number ofany Sect may increaſe, 
yet has it bur very little influence _ the Govern- 
ment, ſince it can have no hand in diſpoſing of Pub- 
lick Offices ; nor are the Members of it capable of 
any, whereas no Set can thrive with us, bur you 
preſently find the evil effe& of it in our Parliaments, 
1n our Juries, and conſequently in all the diſtribution 
of Juſtice, and eſpecially in the Government, and 
temper of our Corporations. 


2. As the People have no part in the choice of 
their Magiſtrates, ſo neither can any one be admit- 
tcd to any part of their Government, who 1s nu 

the 
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che States Religion, and this te appear not by any 
fing'e i<it, as once coming to Church, or Receiving 
*1crament in order to be qualify'd, but by 
0.001; of their Life, ſo that if any Perſon have 
given iy ſuſpition to that Colledge of Magiſtrates, 
1nco which he is ambitious to be received, that he 
is not in his Heart of their Religion, there is no more 
hopes of his ſucceeding, than that a Verſon ſhould be 
made Pope, who is-under imputation of Hereſie. 


2. It is ſaid, that the Government of their Cities 
have a more abſolute and ſummary way of Proceed- 
ing with Perſons ſuſpeQcd of any deſign or practice, 
tothe prejudice of the publick quiet, and thoſe ob- 
lique and {quinting diſcourſes, and pra&tices of Sedi- 
tion, that can ſcarce give matter to an Information 
with us, are there eaſily ſuppreſsd by an admoniti- 
on, tor ſuch Perſons to depart the place. 


4. The temper of the People is ſomething more 
Phlegmatick and leſs zealous than ours ; the ſeveral 
Sets are content with following their Trade all the 
Week, and their Religion on Sunday, without trou- 
bling their Heads with gaining Proſelytes, or adding 
to their numbers, whereas. with us every SeCtary, 
almoſt, is a kind of Apoſtle, and is in ſeaſon and out 


of ſeaſon, ſtill Preaching up his own way, and prac-' 


tizing upon all rhoſe with whom he has to do, and 
railingagainſt what is uppermoſt. 


Now the Diſſenters who magnify beyond mea- 
ſure, the happineſs of the Datch in the uſe of a Gene- 
ral Toleration, would be very loath to purchaſe it 

at 
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at the fame rate, that is, by reſigning up for that 
Liberty of Conſcience, all ſuch Liberties and Privi- 
ledges of Engliſhmen, whereby they are made capa- 
ble of giving diſturbance to the Governmenc. I am 
aftraid there would be many Diflenters found upon 
the Tryal very unwilling for a licence to go to Con- 
venticles; to forbear going to EleCtions of Parlia- 
ment Men ; and to oblige themſelves not togo to the 
Guild: Hall, provided they be excuſed for not going 
to Church. 


Yet after all, the Dutch Toleration has one poſſi- 
ble diſadvantage, and that a heavy one, that ſeeing 
there are ſome Seas now tolerated, almoſt as nume- 
rous as that Farty of the Eſtabliſh'd Religion, ſome 
of theſe either by Domeſtick Tumult, or Forreign 
ſupport, may eſtabliſh themſelves in the place of 
thoſe who are now in Authority, and by putting 
out a ſmall number of men, now in Government, 
not only make themſelves Maſters of it, but maig- 
tain and keep it by the number and ſtrength they 
have already; and which will more and more en- 
creaſe by the Acceſſion of thoſe whoſe Religion is 
gain, of which ſort that Country has its ſhare, 
Whereas in thoſe Countries where there are indeed 
ſeveral Religions, if the Diſſenters are fo kept un- 
der as to bear no proportion to thoſe of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, though they may make a Tumult, or get 
the better for ſome little time by the advantage of 
a ſurprize, yet will they never be able to maintain 
themſelves, and muſt give way to the Reſtauration of 


the firſt Eſtabliſhment. 


The 
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The Conſiderator is very particular upon this 
Topick, and does not only tell us that proſecuting 
of Diſſenters deſtroys Trade, but inſtances in ſome 
Proſecutions of ſo 1ll conſequence, that the King and 
Council were forc'd to over-rule them , or elle vaſt 
multitudes of Poor People, who were not any ways 
infeted with the Opinions of Diſſenters, mult have 
been.undone. 


Conf. 8. Proſecuting Diſſenters ( he ſaies) ua 
reat diſadvantage to the Trade of the Kingdom, they 
| _ a chief Part of the Trading People, and conſe- 
quently Liberty of Conſcience, 'muſt be the moſt effetlual 
means to reſtore it. 


I have good reaſon to. believe that our Author 
over-reckons, when he makes the Diſſenters a chief 
Part of the Traders : For though they conliſt chiefly 
of Trades-men, and thoſe of the ſmaller ſort, yet 
they are but an inconſiderable Part in reſpect of the 
whole. And we muſt note, that all are not Diſſen- 
ters out of Conſcience, that ſpeak favourably of their 
Party, or favour them in a Vote ; and it 15 not un- 
likely, but that an equal Execution of the Laws, 
mighr diſcover to us a great ſecret, that the ewen- 
ticth Part of thoſe who are reputed for Diſſenters, 
d9 not ſtand in need of a Toleration ; what our Con- 
ſiderer faies of reſtcring of Trade, is to ſuggeſt that 
it is decay'd, whereas 1t is notoriouſly known, that 
it never was at a greater height in this Kingdom, 
than it is at preſent. But when Diſſenters talk of 
deadneſs of Trade, you muſt underſtand, thar the 
true meaning 1s only that they are diſcontented, and 

would 
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would fain make others ſo low, and becauſe they 
have no reaſon, or dare not tell the true one, ven- 
ture the ſhame of the World, by uſing a pretence 
that is notoriouſly falſe. 

The Relation that tollows of a cloathier , that was 
forc'd to leave his Trade and Habitation ; and to leave 
the Poor People he employed upon the Pariſh, and 
of others of the fame Trade, that combind to buy 
no Wool, and to abuſe the Country, to be reveng'd 
of the Laws, I dare not vouch for true; But fhould 
they be all true, which 1s a very great rarity in the 
Reports of that Party, I know not what to ſay, but 
who can help it? Suppoſe that cloathier had broke, 
for Diſſenters are frail and breakable as other men, 
and the Poor Workmen had gone a begging. It is 
a fad Caſe you will ſay ſo many People ſhould be 
undone by a ſcurvy Law, that proſecutes men for 
paying of Debts, or ſuppoſe the man had dy'd, 
ſome Remedy muſt have been found, and ſome 
other means to maintain theſe Poor People, there 
might be more of the Trade that would have been 
glad of the opportunity of ſucceeding him, for the 
ſullen men, that abus'd the Country, by combining 
not to buy, I think they deſerved little favour upon 
that account, and in ſhort upon this whole vapour 
of Trade, as if it were wedded only to Diſlenters, 
it has been anſwered long ago, and thoſe that 
threatn'd to withdraw their ſtocks were defir'd, to 
mike their words good, and the King ſufficiently 
aſſur'd, that the General Trade of the Kingdom 
ſhould not ſuffer the leaſt diminution, though no one 
Diſſenter were concern'din it. However it was then, 
it is very well known now, that rhere 1s a great deal 
more money in this Kingdom than can be 'employ'd 
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In Trade; and we are ſo far from being in a Condi- 
tion th&'obliges us to Court men to proceed in trad- 
ing, that the laying down of Trade, is like the lay- 
ing down of an Office, men are-not only courted to 
it, but brib'd and bought to make room tor thoſe 
who are as it were ſhut out of the Exchange, by the 
extraordinary throng that is within. - 

Confi. 9. Our Con{ideratour tranſcribes ſeveral pa(- 
ſages of late his Majeſties Declaration from Breda, 
and ſome other out of Speeches ſince his Reftauration, 
I will not take upon me too anſwer them, but remit 
the Reader to thoſe Reafons of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which ſatisfyed the King himſelf, fo far as to 
paſs the a& of nniformity without any regard had 
to the Diſſenters, the Declaration for indulgence 
ſet forth ſome years aftcr, upon better Conſidera- 
tion was revok'd by the King, but no Council or 
Parliament were ever able to convince him {ſo fully 
of the Reaſon of putting the Laws in Execution, 
againſt Diſſenters, as the Diſſenters themſelves, who 
made at hſt ſuch returns of infolence and ſedition, 
for all his indulgence, that he was forc'd for the 
preſervation of himſelf and his Government, to 
call for the aſſiſtance of thoſeLaws,and to order them 
to be put in effeual Execution, and we owe it 
wholy to his wiſdom and fore-ſight, that ſome of 
the moſt conſiderable of them are now .in being, I 
mean that of the 35th of Queen Elizabeth, which 
he faved by his Prerogative Law, as well as men 
when it was condemn d to be aboliſh'd ; And if his 
clemency had ſaved many, who the Laws had juſt- 
ly condemned, why ſhould it not ſave a Liw, that 
had done him and his Anceſtours no ſmall ſervice, 
and was. then doom'd to an undeery'd Fate. 

Conſe. 10. 
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Confi. 10. The Tenth and laſt Conſideration, con- 
ſiſts of ſeveral Teſtimonies, rake ſome from Anci- 
ent Eccleſiaſtical Writers, ſome from modern Au- 
thors, he deals here in Groſs; and is not pleag'd to 
name hisAuthor from whencc he has taken them,thac 
the particulars might be examin'd, It is not impoſii- 
ble perhaps to Gueſs, but why ſhould any man break 
in upon ones private reading, and intrude in his 
fecret, If our Author had known any other Church 
Hiſtory, or Collector, it is ten to one but he had 
choſtn better, as for the firſt 800 years, it is true 
there duld not be many Civil Laws againſt Diſſen- 
ters in Chriſtian Religion, yet if our Author had 
heard of the ſtory of 'Paul of Sameſata, he might 
have known, that the Civil Power was employ'd in 
defence of the Catholick Religion againſt Hereſy, 
even before Conſtantines time: He names ſeveral 
Emperours, with whom I perceive he is unacquaint- 
ed, for I am apt to bejeive it he had known any 
thing of them, he would have left, at leaſtwiſe Cox- 
ftantins and Yatens, out of his Catalogue of Tolera- 
tiours,and put inJ«/zas who out of pure love and kind 
neſs to Chriſtian Religion, granted an univerſal To- 
leration to all SeCts ofdiſſenting Chriſtians. But their 
larger permifhon ( he ſays, ) was eſpecially towards 
Jews. It may be ſo, for theſe were indulg'd, when 
ſeveral Chriſtian Se&ts were ndt, nay they have a 
Toleration in almoſt all Chriſtian Kingdoms. And 
evenin Rome, where there is ſmall regard had of 
the Conſciences of Proteſtant Diſleaters, and all this, 
not becauſe they prefer Jews to erring Chriſtians, but 
becauſe they conceive the Toleration of them, may 
not have ſo much danger , at that of Chriſtian SeCts. 

Yetof theſe Emperours whom he names, Conſtan- 
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tine proſecuted the Doxatiſts, and the Arrians, and 
ſent ſeveral Biſhops that retus'd to ſubſcribe the Ni- 
cene Creed into Baniſhment. Theodofrus the Great, and 
his Sons Arcadius and Honorius did reſtrain many 
Chriſtian Se&s in the Exerciſe of their Conſcience; 
and ſucceeding Emperours were {lull more and more 
ſevere in requiring compliance, with the Religion 
Eſtabliſh'd 1n ſeveral Councils. 

Ithacius, and Idacius, our: Author obſerves, were 
condem d by the Gallican Biſhops, for being Authors of 
bringing the Priſcillianifis 'o Execution: What Exe- 
cution 1 pray « Of Death, they might be jultfy con-- 
demn'd tor making themſelves Proſecutors, in Caſes 
of Bloud, but what is all this to our Laws, or Pro- 
ſecution of Diſfenters? St. Auguſtin was againlt San- 
guinary Laws in Caſes of Religion, ſo are we ; feve- 
ralFathers condemn the uſe ot all force to bring a man to 
believe the Goſpell, ſo do-we Religion muſt be vo!un- 
tary, and cannot be forc'd ſo jay we, and yet there: 
may be diſcipline us'd toreduce the wiltal & perverſe, 
and they may be brought the better to- ſee their: 
miſtake, by the Inconvenenices it may expoſe them 
to. The Sects of the Jews, were rather in Pi1yloſo- 
phy, then Religion, tor there was no Scluſme ngr 
Breach between them, in. regard of the main Con- 
gregation- which -the Law requir d,. for they went 
all into the fame Temple to Worſhip: The Joſeptins 
would not ſuffer the Trachomzes. to. be circumciſed 
by force, no more do we, cither Infidels or their 
Children to be baptiz'd by force, Erhelbert would 
not compel the Pagan: Saxons to be coine Chriſtians, 
and; Conſtantine, and Licinins's editt, allows alt the 
Liberty of their Worſhip, beczuſe ar that time the 
Circumſtances of Chriſtianity, and Heatheniſm . did 
then require it to be ſo, and yet Conſtantine after- 
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ward forbid the Heathen to' facrifice to their 
Idols, and ſhut up their Temples. Bodin had apollatiz'd 
ro Judaiſme, or perhaps Atheiſm, and it is no great 
matter what he ſays, nor is it of any great Authority, 
what Barc-lay ſays in a Romance, and the Reflexions 
of Political Writers, when they refine upon any Sub- 
ze, are not always wiſe in the practice as wiſe as 
they are in the Contemplation : Sir E. Cook was never 
againſt the Execution of our Penal Laws againſt 
Diſſenters, and what Judge Jenkins ſays is only 
with reſpect to the rime in which they were ſpoken, 
when it ſeen'd Impollible, to* make any accomoda- 
tion without ,a General Toleration, but it pleagd 
the providence of God to open another way 
which the wiſeſt men were ſo far from foreſecing, 
that they durſt hardly hope it, ſome years before. 
The words of King Charles the Martyr, had reſpe& 

to the circumſtances of this Kingdom: when he wrote, 
and as tor the preamble of the Statute of Queen Mas» 
ry, it is but neceſſary, that thoſe who cannot be 
brougat to love, may be compell'd .to fear their 
Prince, extream puniſhments ſuch as are there intend- 
ed, I believe we have none, and the extreameſt of 
ours were forced by the Sedition, and-not defign'd 
againſt the Opinions of Diſlenters, and if theſe - juſt 
Laws, that were made without any extream puniſhment, 
had bzen duly executed, there had .in probability 
been no occaſion for other more fevere penalties, ſo 
that if there be any addition of rigor, the Diſſenters 
muſt thank thoſe that favour'd and conniv'd at them 
for it, that incourag'd them to bEinſolent and cnter- 
prizing, and forc'd the Government, to take greater 
ſecurity ofa Party that began to grow ungovernable.. 
As to the laſt ambiguous Citation, it is ſuffictent 
ty 
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to reply, that the increaſe of Diſſenters, did always 
increaſe not only the differences berween King and 
People, and divided their intereſts, but hkewite di- 
vided the intereſt and afteCtions of the People, and 
therefore whatever way contribute moſt tro the 
growth of a dilafte&ted Party, cannot be healing, how 
moderate ſoever it may be, and it the Dillenters 
thought they would not thrive better under a Tole- 
ration, which 1 cannot ſee any reaſon why they ſhould 

deſire it. | 
And now having return'd this Anſwer to the 
Queres and confiderations concerning Toleration, I 
might from the ſame Topicks that arg us'd to per- 
ſuade to it,proceed to ſhew that ſuch a Toleration "as 
15 there demanded, - is conſiſtent neither with Chriſt- 
1an Religion, right reaſon, nor the ſafety 'and Trade 
of the Kingdom. For what can be more unchriſtian, 
than to give wicked, or infatuated men licenſe to cor- 
rupt the Goſpel, and Blaſpheme the name of Chriſt, 
under pretence of Religion 2 What more uncharitable 
than to give leave to preſumptious men, to confirm 
rhemſelves in their own raſh miftakes, or to ſeduce 
others into the ſame ſnare ot the Devil, deceiving and 
being deceivd > What more abſurd or contrary to 
ſound reafon, then to give courſe tothe moſt extra- 
vagant, the moſt abſurd Opinions nnder the colour of 
Religion and Conſcience ? And to expoſe the Com- 
mon People, who do for the moſt part mean betrer 
than they underſtand, to the Praftice and Sollicita- 
tion of every tempting Impoſter, and laſtly what more 
inconſiſtant with tlie peace and fatety of the King- 
dom, than the cheriſhing of a Faction, which has 
once already overthrown this Monarchy and Church, 
and engag'd very lately in the fame defign ? And if 
the 
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the ſafety of the Government cannot confiſt with To- 
lexation, Trade to be ſure can never ſtrive under it, 
for Traders will quickly leave a People, whote Go- 
vernment is at the diſcretion of x FaCtion, or at leaſt- 
wiſe ſo much threaten'd with apprehenſions of 
chang, asto be in probable danger. ButI ſhall wave 
this advantage, being content to. keep: upon the de- 
fenſive, however it be eſteem'd a part no leſs difad- 
vantagious1n controverſie then it isin War, nor is it 
neeeſlary to purſue the debate much farther, ſince it 
is ſufficient ground for any reaſonable man to pre- 
ſume, that the reaſon and the equity of our Laws, are 
no leſs firm than the Authority by which they were 
enatted, when the ſhall perceive that allthe excepti- 
ons made now againſt them, are either frivolous or 
falſe, wherefore ſince there are no ſufficient Reaſons 
alledg'd why the Laws ſhould comply with the Dif- 
ſenters, I will briefly ſuggeſt ſome reaſons why the 
Diſſenters ſhould comply with the Laws, without 
entring into the merits of the Cauſe, but keeping my 
ſelf only to the - Principles of the feveral Sets ; fo 
that it muſt needs be highly unreaſonable to plead for 
a Toleration of ſuch Diſſenters, as might not only 
awfully comply with all the Law requires, if their 
Conſciences were rightly inform'dz but may yer 
comply for the moſt part, even according tothe Rule 
and the Conſcience they proteſs. 

And here I muſt treat with them « part, as they are 
divided into ſeveral Religious Tribes, and Conven- 
ticles, for when they are join'd in one Politick and Se- 
ditious Rendezvous, it 1s no fit place to ſpeak of Reli- 
gion. And 

1. Why ſhould any Presbyterian deſire the Law @- 
eainſt Conventicles ſhould be repeal'd upon his ac- 

count, 
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count, fince- if he have not departed from his firft 
Principles, he believes that ſeparation trom our Chyr- 
ches is not only unneceſlary but unlawful. Several of 
the old Peritans, from whom our Presbyterians own 
their deſcent, have writren as zealouſly againſt Sepa- 
ration, and the ereCting ot diſſenting Congregrations 
as.any ofthe Divinesof the Church of Eg/and. Some 
of them indeed pretend: that they go to Conventicles 
for greater Edification, but how can that be more 
editying, that according to their Principles is unlaw- 
ful > They may by thelame way ofreaſoning, knock 
- anold heavy teacher on the head, to make way for 
another that may be more powertul, and edifying, 
Therefore ſince a Presbyterian Conventicle, is as 
much a contradiction to the Principle and Conſci- 
ence of Presbyterians, as to the Law.of the Land, 
why ſhouldany body interceed for a Toleration of 
that, which their Principles diſallow 2 

2. Why ſhould any Presbyterian deſire Toleration 
for not coming, to our Chltirches, ſince by their Prin- 
ciples it is not unlawful to hold occaſional Commu- 
nionwith our Church, z. e. ſome time to join with 
us in Common-Prayer, and the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, the laſt, and ſtricteſt Bond of Com- 
munion which Chriſtians hold, and they have been 
hitherto very much to ſeek for reaſons, why that 
Communion may not be as lawful to be us'dconſtant- 
ly, as it is upon-occafions, the moſt plauſible excufe 
they make is this, that they had Paſtors of their own 
before the Re-eſtabliſhment, of our Church,and there- 
fore tho* they may occaſionally communicate with 
us, as thoſe of one Pariſh may goto a Neighbouring 
Church upon occaſion, yet they cannot do it con- 
ſtantly, becauſe of their Anteccdent —— to 
their 
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their: own Paſtors. This excuſe, if it were admitted? 
would not ſerve halt the turn, for if this had any 
foxce,, why. ſhould it not have been admitred in the 

cauſe: of thoſe Miniſtersthat were turn'd out illegally, 
to. make Room tor the Presbyterians > Why were 
theſe Loyab Miniſters deſerted by the Presbyterians of 
thoſe days, when they were forc'dby uſurp'd po xer 

from the exerciſe of their FunQion. Beſides there are 

but few of ſuch Miniſters now living, ſothat the ex- 

cuſe ſerves but very few Presbyterian Aſſemblies, and 

there are fewer yet upon the places where they were 

Miniſters in the time ofthe late Rebellion, and there- 

forethat relation ceaſes, which this excuſe does ſup- 

poſe ; for why ſhould a company of Presbyterians in 

Londoy, join themſelves to one that taught in Za/ or. 
Tork, or perhaps in Scot/aud, upon this pretence that 

they ought not to forſake their former Miniſters 2 So 

this can beno excuſe why that occaſional Communion 
which the Presby terians profeſs lawful to hold with 

the Church of England, ſhould not be-improv'd into 

a conſtant one ; therefore there is no need of Tolera- 

tion for thoſe whoby their own Principle may-Com- 

municate with us upon occaſion, eſpecially the occa- 

ſion of an Office, for which they are to be qualify'd 

by ſuch Communion. | ; 

3. The Independants indeed hold a neceſſity of ſe- 
parating from our, and all other Churches that are 
nat of their form, and ſo their Principles render their 
compliance with ſame of our Laws more impraQtica- 
ble, Yet they have no reaſon to defire a Toleration 
for Conventicles, ſince thoſe that the Law makes 
ſuch are not neceſlary; to ther according to their 
own Principles. For . 

Thenotien they have of a Church, makes ſuch 

L Conventicles 
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Conventicles as the Law puniſhes to. be unneceſſary, 
for Robinſon affirms, that where two or - three peo- 
ple are gathered there is a Church. Cottox requires a 
tew more'to make up'the inregrity of an Organicle 
Church., i e.. 7, or 8. Now the Law: makes no Af- 
ſembly-to be a Conventicle that has not near thisnum- 
ber, beſides the Perſons of the Family, where this 
Mecting is held. Therefore, if the Law puniſh Inde- 
pendant Conventicles of greater numbers, it -cannot 
truly be faid that they are perſecuted tor. Conſcience, 
for that which the Law makes their Crime; 3. e. their 
exceeding ſuch a number, isa thing in rheir own- Opi- 
nion unneceiiary. 

4. .It they cannot join with us in Common-Pray- 
er, yet they may come to hear our Sermons, as well 
asthoſe of the Presbyterians, which they hear occa- 
fionally, fince no Principle of their Religion forbids 
it, and they require ir- in New Eng/and, of thoſe who 
arenot of their Church; and there is no reaſon they 
ſhould have any Indulgence in ſuch things as a mit 
inform'd Conſcience makes neceſſary to them, be- 
fore they ſhew themſelves willing ro comply with 
the Law.in every thing - wherein their Conſcience 
will give them leave. | 

5. Our Anabaptiſts, being ofnear kin to the Inde- 
pendants, and having the ſame notions in a manner 
withthem, concerning the neccſlity and the num- 
ber of a Church ; are concluded, by the ſame things as 
have been offer'd, againſt the Tokeration of Indepen - 
dant Conventicles. . 

6. But of ail Sets the Quakers have the leaſt rea- 
ſon to.defire Toleration for their meetings, becauſe 
they have notonly cait away the uſe of all Sacra- 
ments, but alſo of reading and Interpreting the Serip- 
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faresintheir Aſſemblies. They profeſs to 'be'pnid 
ed by the Spirit, 7. ec. 'Every one by his own, and 
that they have no other Guide or Teacher,- but that 
$piritthat is within chem. Wherefore" they ufually 
apply that Prophecy to themſelves Litrerally, © They 
all not teach every one his Neighbour, nor every one his 
Brother, ſaying, know the Lord: For they ſhall know the 
Lord from the leaſt to the greateſt, Wherefore if 
there 1s to be no outward teaching,*' why ' do they 
teach in their meetings'? Or-to whar-purpoſe is it to 
teach there, where either every man is in'pir'd with 
the Spirit of God, and fo needs no teaching, or'elſe 
can reap no Benefit by any thing that is ſaid, becauſe 
hehas not the Spirit, without which he eannot be 
taught? Beſides, what uſe is there of ſilent meetings, 
where there is nothing atall faid 2 If they have an 
promite of rhe Spirit,to be inſpir'd in theſe meetings, + 
ow comes it to fail 2 If they have not, why dothey 
meet? The Spirit of the _— was. never” wants 
—_— any publick occaſion, and* we read 'of no 
Aſſembly of their time without Prayer; or Preach- 
ing : But the Spirit of the Quakers is of another ſort, 
ſometimes dumb, ſuch as Chriſt us'd to caſt our. 
And there is little Reaſon there ſhould be any li- 
cenſe for publick meeting of Perſons only to gape, 
and groan in an uncertain expeQation of being inſpi- 
red ; and ſince every one by thoſe Enthuſiaſts is re- 
mitted to the Light within him, the moſt proper place, 
one would think for ſuch dreamers, is a ſolitary and 
dark place, for they can attend better to that inward 
Light, that private Spirit, by Meditation, and turning 
their thoughts inwardly, than under the variety of 
application, that commouly diſtract mens thoughts in 
Publiek Aſſemblies. 
Sw * There. 
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Ora pro Nobis, this is no mare one ſervice, than it is 2 
Harmony when, every Ong 4 or plays. what comes 


in bis fancy,wi:hout regar Ging the une or the Cho- 
ras, of any of bis Fellow Minſtrels, whereas if they 
were ſeparated every man apart, might make lame 
 kindof. Muſick. . _. 

When there was no King in liracl, every, man did 
that which was rig] t in his own Eyes. 

Nevertheleſs the dinmeſs ſhall "nat be Juth, a was is 
her wvexation, + 

Tothe Law aud theT, efimopyif the th bY, gak not accord: 
ing to this Word, it is becauſe there 15 ph light i in then. 
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